


THE PROPHET'S MANTLE




The
Commission

0ANnd the Lord said unto him,
Go, return on thy way to the
wilderness of Damascus: and
when thou comest anoint
Hazael to be king over Syria: |}
And Jehu the son dflimshishalt| &g
thou anoint to be king over
Israel: and Elisha the son of

AAAAA -
Shaphatof Abelmeholahshalt | ,%/J,,
thou anoint to be prophet in thy| s LN

room." (1 Kingsl9:1516)
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God directly commissioned
Elisha as Elijah's successor.
Thus, Elisha would continue
the work of prophet. Elisha
was to be specially anointed
to carry out this mission




0Sohe departed thence, and found Elisha the son of
Shaphat who was plowing with twelve yoke of oxen
before him, and he with the twelfth: and Elijah passed by
him, andcast his mantle upon him. And he left the oxen,
and ran after Elijah, and said, Let me, | pray thee, kiss m
father and my mother, and then | will follow thee. And he
said unto him, Go back again: for what have | done to
thee? And haeturned backfrom him, and took a yoke of
oxen, and slew them, and boiled their flesh with the
Instruments of the oxen, and gave unto the people, and
they did eat. Then he arose, and went after Elijah, and
ministereduntohime oM Y A23IHda wMdpYmd

Placing his cloak over Elisha, Elijah took him into his
service. From that moment on, he was to be under his
special protection. He was going to learn to serve, not
only Elijah, but especially to serve God. Together, Elijah
and Elisha reopened the schools of the prophets that
Samuel had founded. For a time, they taught the people
of Israel the worship of the true God. It was a time of
revival and reformation



And Elijah took his mantle, and wrapped it together, and smote the waters, and they

were divided hither and thither, so that they two went over on dry ground. And it came Th@ P@W@[T
to pass, when they were gone over, that Elijah said unto Elisha, Ask what | shall do for
thee, before | be taken away from thee. And Elisha said, | pray thee, let a double portiorjee=s
of thy spirit be upon me. And he said, Thou hast asked a hard thing: nevertheless, if thojEse
see me when | am taken from thee, it shall be so unto thee; but if not, it shall not be so.
And it came to pass, as they still went on, and talked, that, behold, there appeared a
chariot of fire, and horses of fire, and parted them both asunder; and Elijah went up by
a whirlwind into heaven. And Elisha saw it, and he cried, My father, my father, the
chariot of Israel, and the horsemen thereof. And he saw him no more: and he took hold
of his ownclothes, andrent them in two pieces. He took up also the mantle of Elijah
that fell from him, and went back, and stood by the bank of Jordan; And he took the
mantle of Elijah that fell from him, and smote the waters, and said, Where is the Lord
God of Elijah? and when he also had smitten the waters, they parted hither and thither:
and Elisha went over. And when the sons of the prophets which were to view at Jericlya
saw him, they said, The spirit of Elijah doth rest on Elisha. And they came to imet
and bowed themselves to the ground before hish. 0 H YIZBYy Ia HYYyY

For the second time, Elisha received the mantle of Elijah. This time, as a sy
of the power of the Holy Spirit with which he was being specially anointed
From that moment on, his life was marked by the miracles that God did
through him. Today we will look at these miracles from the perspective of
God's concern for us in every facet of our lives. This concern will be evident
each miracle of Elisha



2 Kings  SALT AT TH GODCARES ABQUT OUR
211922 SPRING SPIRITUAL LIFE
N~ :

cAnd the men of the city said unto Elisha,
Behold, | pray thee, the situation of this city Is
pleasant, as my lorgdeeth but the water is
naught, and the ground barren. And he said,
Bring me a new cruse, and put salt therein. And
they brought it to him. And he went forth unto
the spring of the waters, and cast the salt in
there, and said, Thus saith the Lord, | have
healed these waters; there shall not be from
thence any more death or barren lan&othe
waters were healed unto this day, according to
the saying of Elisha which repakeb €




The waters of Jericho, once so healthy and refreshing,
had become polluted, and the valley, which had once
been very good, was becoming barren

The salt Elisha asked for was a symbol of the purifying
and restorative power that comes from God

The polluted spring of Jericho, on the other hand, is a
symbol of our deteriorated spiritual life

dThe Spirit of God produces a new life in the soul,
bringing the thoughts and desires into obedience to the
will of Christ; and the inward man is renewed in the
Image of God. Weak and erring men and women show
to the world that the redeeming power of grace can
cause the faulty character to develop into symmetry
YR FodzyRIydG FNHzA O0FdzA ySa&a

God cares about our spiritual life. Just as He was willing
to heal the spring of Jericho, He is also pleased today to
give us His Holy Spirit to heal our souls and help us groy
spiritually through prayer and the study of His Word



REMEMBER THAT GOD CARES ABOUT....

OUR SPIRITUAL LIFE
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\2%32 THE CHILDREN REPUTATION = ‘

cAnd he went up from thence unto Bethel: and as he
was goingup by the way, therecame forth little
children out of the city, and mocked him, and said unta
him, Go up, thou bald head; go up, thou bald head.

And he turned back, and looked on them, and
cursed them in the name of the Lord. And there
came forth two she bears out of the wood, and talﬁe
forty and two children of them. And he went from
thence to mount Carmel, and from thence he
returned to Samari&
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Elisha was a prophet of peace who preached a message of peace. His mission was to provide life and joy to
people of Israel. As he was beginning that important mission, some boys came out of the city of Bethel to mc
him and ridicule his work as God's messenger

Elijah was gone, and now they ridiculed Elisha, insisting that he also ascend and leave them alone. The youl
were inspired by Satan, who sought to do everything in his power to counteract
the effect of the solemn event which had taken place, and which had left a deep
impression on the people of the land

oHad Elisha allowed the mockery to pass unnoticed, he would have continued
to be ridiculed and reviled by the rabble, and his mission to instruct and save s
in a time of grave national peril might have been defeated. This one instance of terril s y
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This was not an occasion to show weakness or indecision.
Turning to these rough andcofferingyoung men, Elisha, by
divine inspiration, pronounced God's curse upon them
The punishment that ensued came from God. The severity of’
the punishment matched the seriousness of what was at stalé:
A clear example was needed to restrain ungodliness and to &
show the people how terrible it is to mock the works of God ¢ “
to despise His ministers 7
The terrible punishment that befell the mocking young men c
Bethel teaches us that God cares about the reputation and
honor of his servants
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REMEMBER THAT GOD CARES ABOUT...

OUR REPUTATION AND HONOR
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. ' w)} ‘ oNow there cried a certain woman of the wives of the son

of the prophets unto Elisha, saying, Thy servant my husbe
V Is dead; and thou knowest that thy servant did fear the Lo
‘»‘ and the creditor is come to take unto him my two sons to

3 tell me, what hast thou in the house? And she said, Thine
handmaid hath not any thing in the house, save a pot of ol
Then he said, Go, borrothee vessels abroad of all thy
neighbours even empty vessels; borrow not a few. And
when thou art come in, thou shalt shut the door upon thee
and upon thy sons, and shalt pour out into all those vessels,
and thou shalt set aside that which is fulkoshe went from
) him, andshut the door upon her and upon her sons, who
brought the vessels to her; and she poured out. And it came
to pass, when the vessels were full, that she said unto her
son, Bring me yet a vessel. And he said unto her, There is n
d avessel more. And the oil stayed. Then she came and told
the man of God. And he said, Go, sell the oil, and pay thy
debt, and live thou and thy children of the re<t..
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God uses what we have. His resources and power are
- limitless, and he could easily have supplied the womar
need without the aid of his vessel of oil. But He took
what she had and added His blessing. So, it is today w
/' the servants of God. They may not have great natural
¥ ability or many material resources, but if they
consecrate to God and His service what they have,
asking Him to bless them, that little will multiply

The widow had only asked that her children be freed
from slavery; but because of her poverty she still had

' many needs. So, God provided more blessings than s
~ asked for. In addition to paying off her debts, it gave he
enough to live on for herself and her children

The jar of oil was not a big deal, but in God's hand and
with His blessing, it was enough to meet all the
economic needs of this widow, because God also care
about our economy so that we do not lack what is
necessary to live

~ d have been young, and now am old; yet have | not se
. the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bréad
Psalms37:25.
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REMEIMBER THAT GOD CARES ABOUT

OUR ECONOMY




2 Kings THE RESURREC >
| 42937 TG THE CHILD GOD CARES ABQUT:OUR LI

dThen he said to Gehazi, Gird up thy loins, and take my staff in thine
hand, and go thy way: if thou meet any man, salute him not; and if anyg™®
salute thee, answer him not again: and lay my staff upon the face of th}
child. And the mother of the child said, As the Ldrgeth, and as thy '
soulliveth, | will not leave thee. And harose, andollowed her. And
Gehazi passed on befothem, andlaid the staff upon the face of the _
child; but there was neither voice, nor hearing. Wherefore he went agagas-
to meet him, and told him, saying, The child is not awaked. And when
Elisha was come into the house, behold, the child was dead, and laid
upon his bed. He went in therefore, and shut the door upon them twairjy 8=
and prayed unto the Lord. And he went up, and lay upon the child, an@
put his mouth upon his mouth, and his eyes upon his eyes, and his haltes=
upon his hands: and stretched himself upon the child; and the flesh of
the child waxed warm. Then heeturned, andwalked in the house to
andfro; and went up, and stretched himself upon him: and the child
sneezed seven times, and the child opened his eyes. And he called
Gehazi, and said, CaII this Shunamm&)he called her. And when she

fell at his feet, and bowed herself to the ground, and took up her son, ‘, e~ . |
and went outg -




The staff was the insignia of Elisha's prophetic gift and, like Moses'
rod, symbolized God's power to perform miracles |
The child could have been resurrected using only the staff of the
prophet that Gehazi placed on him. But the woman looked upon
Elisha as the messenger by whom the Lord would demonstrate His
power, and the Lord saw fit to reward that faith in the way she
herself expected

God responded to this mother's faith by
giving her back her son. Like her, the ;
widow of Zarephath and the widow of
Nain received their resurrected children
in their arms

Jesus has compassion for every mother
who weeps over the loss of a child. And
on the happy day of resurrection, the
children who now sleep in the tomb will
rise again and will be carried by the
angels into the arms of their mothers

God not only cares about our future life, but He preserves our physical life now. The psalmisY $dg&l me
down and slept; | awaked; for théord sustained mee Psalms3:5)
JesussaidY | atn come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundastly. 6 W2 Ky



REMEMBER THAT GOD CARES ABOUT...

OUR PRESENT AND FUTURE LIFE




2 Kings HEALED POT AND
4:3844  MULTIPLIED BREAD

GAnd Elisha came again to Gilgal: and there was a dearth in the land; and the sons of the
prophets were sitting before him: and he said unto his servant, Set on the great pot, and
seethe pottage for the sons of the prophets. And one went out into the field to gather herbs,
and found a wild vine, and gathered thereof wild gourds his lap full, and came and shred
them into the pot of pottage: for they knew them notSothey poured out for the men to eat.
And it came to pass, as they were eating of the pottage, that they cried out, and said, O thou
man of God, there is death in the pot. And they could not eat thereof.

But he said, Then bring meal. And he cast it into the pot; and he
said, Pour out for the people, that they may eat. And there was no
harm in the pot. And there came a man froBaalshalishaand
brought the man of God bread of thrstfruits, twenty loaves of
barley, and full ears of corn in the husk thereof. And he said, Give
unto the people, that they may eat. And his servitor said, What,
should | set this beforan hundred men? He said again, Give the
people, that they mayeat: for thus saith thelord, They shall eat,
and shall leave thereofSohe set it before them, and they did eat,
and left thereof, according to the word of théord.€



