
Moses and Joshua



God chose Moses and Joshua to lead the people of Israel in two consecutive 
generations, at crucial moments in their history. 

In the way God worked with them we can see great similarities. In these 
similarities, we can also see the way God works with us.



God Appears to 
Them

To Moses in a flame of 
fire in the midst ofa 
bush. Exodus 3:2-3

To Joshua as a warrior 
with a drawn sword. 

Joshua 5:13-14



He Commands Them to Remove the Shoes 
from Their Feet Because the Place was Holy

άAnd when the Lord saw that he turned aside to see, 
God called unto him out of the midst of the bush, 

and said, Moses, Moses. And he said, Here am I. And 
he said, Draw not nigh hither: put off thy shoes from 
off thy feet, for the place whereon thou standestis 

Ƙƻƭȅ ƎǊƻǳƴŘΦΦέ 9ȄƻŘǳǎ оΥп-5

άAnd the captain of the Lord's 
host said unto Joshua, Loose 
thy shoe from off thy foot; for 

the place whereon thou 
standestis holy. And Joshua 

did so.έ WƻǎƘǳŀ рΥмр



Earlier he gave Joshua the full mission:
 άAnd the Lord said unto Joshua, See, I 
have given into thine hand Jericho, and 
the king thereof, and the mighty men 
of valour.  And ye shall compass the 
city, all ye men of war, and go round 
about the city once. Thus shalt thou do 
six days. And seven priests shall bear 
before the ark seven trumpets of rams' 
horns: and the seventh day ye shall 
compass the city seven times, and the 
priests shall blow with the trumpets.  
And it shall come to pass, that when 
they make a long blast with the ram's 
horn, and when ye hear the sound of 
the trumpet, all the people shall shout 
with a great shout; and the wall of the 
city shall fall down flat, and the people 
shall ascend up every man straight 
before him..έ WƻǎƘǳŀ сΥн-5

They Are Given a 
Mission

He gives Moses this missionΥ άCome 
now therefore, and I will send thee 

unto Pharaoh, that thou mayest bring 
forth my people the children of Israel 

out of Egypt.έ Exodus 3:10



God Promises Them That He Will Be With Them

άAnd he said, I was with Moses, so I will be with theeέ Exodus 3:12

άThere shall not any man be able to stand 
before thee all the days of thy life: as I was 
with Moses, so I will be with thee: I will not 

fail thee, nor forsake theeέ WƻǎƘǳŀ мΥр



Circumcision Was to Be Done As a Sign of the Covenant with God

άAnd it came to pass by the way in the inn, that the Lord 
met him, and sought to kill him.  Then Zipporah took a 

sharp stone, and cut off the foreskin of her son, and cast 
it at his feet, and said, Surely a bloody husband art thou 

to me.έ Exodus 4:24-25

άAt that time the Lord said unto Joshua, Make thee 
sharp knives, and circumcise again the children of 

Israel the second time.  And Joshua made him sharp 
knives, and circumcised the children of Israel at the 

hill of the foreskins.έ WƻǎƘǳŀ рΥн-3



They Celebrated Passover

άThen Moses called for all the elders of Israel, and said unto them, Draw out and take you a lamb according to your 
families, and kill the passover.  And ye shall take a bunch of hyssop, and dip it in the blood that is in the bason, andstrike 
the lintel and the two side posts with the blood that is in the bason; and none of you shall go out at the door of his house 
until the morning. For the Lord will pass through to smite the Egyptians; and when he seeththe blood upon the lintel, and 

on the two side posts, the Lord will pass over the door, andwill not suffer the destroyer to come in unto your houses to 
smite you..έ Exodus 12:21-23

άAnd the 
children of 

Israel 
encamped in 

Gilgal, andkept 
the passoveron 
the fourteenth 

day of the 
month at even 
in the plains of 

Jericho.έ
Joshua 5:10



They Passed Dry By the Sea and By the River

άAnd Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and the Lord 
caused the sea to go back by a strong east wind all that night, 
and made the sea dry land, and the waters were divided.  And 
the children of Israel went into the midst of the sea upon the 

dry ground: and the waters were a wall unto them on their right 
hand, and on their left..έ Exodus 14:21-22

ά!ƴŘ ƛǘ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ǇŀǎǎΣ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
tents, to pass over Jordan, and the priests bearing the ark of the 
covenant before the people;  And as they that bare the ark were 
come unto Jordan, and the feet of the priests that bare the ark 
were dipped in the brim of the water, (for Jordan overfloweth
all his banks all the time of harvest,)  That the waters which 

came down from above stood and rose up upon an heap very 
far from the city Adam, that is beside Zaretan: and those that 

came down toward the sea of the plain, even the salt sea, 
failed, and were cut off: and the people passed over right 
against Jericho.  And the priests that bare the ark of the 

covenant of the Lord stood firm on dry ground in the midst of 
Jordan, and all the Israelites passed over on dry ground, until all 

the people were passed clean over Jordan.έ WƻǎƘǳŀ оΥмп-17



God of 
Wonders
άWhich doeth 

great things and 
unsearchable; 

marvellous
things without 

numberέ 
(Job 5:9)

άAnd Moses said unto the people, Fear ye not, 
stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord, which 

he will shew to you to day: for the Egyptians 
whom ye have seen to day, ye shall see them again 

no more for ever.έ Exodus 14:13

άAnd Joshua said 
unto the people, 

Sanctify 
yourselves: for to 
morrow the Lord 
will do wonders 

among you.έ
Joshua 3:5



They 
Commemorated 

the Occasion 
With a Song and 

a Monument

άThen sang Moses and the children of Israel this song 
unto the Lord, and spake, saying, I will sing unto the Lord, 
for he hath triumphed gloriously: the horse and his rider 
hath he thrown into the sea. The Lord is my strength and 
song, and he is become my salvation: he is my God, and I 

will prepare him an habitation; my father's God, and I 
will exalt him..έ Exodus 15:1-2

That this may be a sign among you, that when your children 
ask their fathers in time to come, saying, What mean ye by 

these stones? Then ye shall answer them, That the waters of 
Jordan were cut off before the ark of the covenant of the Lord; 
when it passed over Jordan, the waters of Jordan were cut off: 
and these stones shall be for a memorial unto the children of 

Israel for ever.έ WƻǎƘǳŀ пΥс-7



We will see some more similarities between these two characters and how, 
together with the people of Israel, they had the possibility to choose to believe 

or not to believe.

HOW DOES GOD WORK WITH US?



Manna, the Bread 
of Heaven

Then said the Lord unto Moses, Behold, I will rain 
bread from heaven for you; and the people shall 
go out and gather a certain rate every day, that I 

may prove them, whether they will walk in my law, 
or no. And it shall come to pass, that on the sixth 
day they shall prepare that which they bring in; 
ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōŜ ǘǿƛŎŜ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ƎŀǘƘŜǊ ŘŀƛƭȅΧ 
And the house of Israel called the name And the 
house of Israel called the name thereof Manna: 

and it was like coriander seed, white; and the taste 
of it was like wafers made with honey.έ Exodus 

16:4-5, 31

ά!ƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘ Ŝŀǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ŎƻǊƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
land on the morrow after the passover, 
unleavened cakes, and parched corn in 

the selfsame day. And the manna 
ceased on the morrow after they had 

eaten of the old corn of the land; 
neither had the children of Israel 

manna any more; but they did eat of 
the fruit of the land of Canaan that 

year.έ WƻǎƘǳŀ рΥмм-12



Spies Sent to 
Search the 

Land

άAnd the Lord spakeunto Moses, saying,  Send 
thou men, that they may search the land of 

Canaan, which I give unto the children of Israel: of 
every tribe of their fathers shall ye send a man, 

every one a ruler among them. And Moses by the 
commandment of the Lord sent them from the 

wilderness of Paran: all those men were heads of 
the children of Israel..έ bǳƳōŜǊǎ моΥм-3 

άAnd Joshua the son of Nun sent 
out of Shittim two men to spy 
secretly, saying, Go view the 
land, even Jericho. And they 

went, and came into an harlot's 
house, named Rahab, and lodged 

there.έ WƻǎƘǳŀ нΥм



Report of 
the Spies

άAnd they told him, and said, We came unto the 
land whither thou sentestus, and surely it floweth

with milk and honey; and this is the fruit of it. 
Nevertheless the people be strong that dwell in the 
land, and the cities are walled, and very great: and 
moreover we saw the children of Anak there. The 
Amalekites dwell in the land of the south: and the 
Hittites, and the Jebusites, and the Amorites, dwell 
in the mountains: and the Canaanites dwell by the 
sea, and by the coast of Jordan. And Caleb stilled 

the people before Moses, and said, Let us go up at 
once, and possess it; for we are well able to 

overcome it. But the men that went up with him 
said, We be not able to go up against the people; for 
they are stronger than we. And they brought up an 

evil report of the land which they had searched unto 
the children of Israel, saying, The land, through 
which we have gone to search it, is a land that 
eateth up the inhabitants thereof; and all the 

people that we saw in it are men of a great stature.  
And there we saw the giants, the sons of Anak, 

which come of the giants: and we were in our own 
sight as grasshoppers, and so we were in their 

sight..έ bǳƳōŜǊǎ моΥнт-33

άSo the two men returned, 
and descended from the 

mountain, and passed over, 
and came to Joshua the son 

of Nun, and told him all things 
that befell them:  And they 
said unto Joshua, Truly the 
Lord hath delivered into our 

hands all the land; for even all 
the inhabitants of the country 

do faint because of us.έ 
Joshua 2: 23-24



Not Possessing the Land and Death: 
άSay unto them, As truly as I live, 

saith the Lord, as ye have spoken in 
mine ears, so will I do to you: Your 

carcasesshall fall in this wilderness; 
and all that were numbered of you, 
according to your whole number, 

from twenty years old and upward 
which have murmured against me.  

Doubtless ye shall not come into the 
land, concerning which I swareto 

make you dwell therein, save Caleb 
the son of Jephunneh, and Joshua the 

son of Nun. But your little ones, 
which ye said should be a prey, them 
will I bring in, and they shall know the 
land which ye have despised. But as 
for you, your carcases, they shall fall 

in this wilderness..έ 
Numbers 14:28-32

Decision Outcomes

Possessing the Land: 
άSo the people shouted when the priests So 
the people shouted when the priests blew 

with the trumpets: and it came to pass, when 
the people heard the sound of the trumpet, 
and the people shouted with a great shout, 

that the wall fell down flat, so that the people 
went up into the city, every man straight 
ōŜŦƻǊŜ ƘƛƳΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǘƻƻƪ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΧέ 

Joshua 6:20-24


