The
Mission of




Mission finds its origin and
purpose in God alone. In
Scripture, we see a God wh
Intentionally reaches out to
His children and desires to
be with them. From the
beginning, he establishes a
relationship with Adam and
Eve.

Even after the entrance of

sin, he continues his mission.

But that mission now is to
re-establish its relationship
with humanity. Ultimately,
God's mission will be
fulfilled (Rev. 2122), and for
this reason we must be
motivated in the work of
proclaiming the everlasting
gospel to the worldt Rev.
14:6, 7.
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Jesus left with these word€iGo ye
therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father, and of
the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teachin
them to observe all things whatsoever |
have commanded you: and, lo, | am with
you always, even unto the end of the
world. Ameng

Mission is a call to share personal faith
and disciple interested recipients, for the
purpose of freeing them from Satan's
clutches, so that they can give
themselves fully and continuously to the
lordship of Jesus Christ.

We are going to learn from the greatest
and best missionary: Paul. We will look a
how he brought the gospel to different
groups of people in different situations,
how he faced challenges, and how God
acted in his mission.
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Mission in Favor of the "
Powerful: Sergius Paulus S

Acts13:4-12

The proconsubergius
Paulus, governor of
Cyprus, a wise man,
called Barnabas and Paul,
because he desired to N\ g
§ hear the word of God. A Q\\I N\
| certain magician, a false . BN
prophet, a Jew, named | 9=
Elymas sought to turn 3
the proconsul away from
Y the faith. \
& Paul rebukecElymasand
.. foretold that the Lord
was going to blind him
for a while. The
proconsul, seeing what
had happened, believed,
marveling at the doctrine [l
of the Lord.




Not without a struggle does Satan allow the kingdom of God to be built up in the earth. The forag;
of evil are engaged in unceasing warfare against the agencies appointed for the spread of th
gospel, and these powers of darkness are especially active when the truth is proclaimed befc
men of repute and sterling integrityT' husit was whenSergiusPaulus, the deputy of Cyprus, was
listening to the gospel message. The deputy had sent for the apostles, that he might be instrij#
in the message they had come to bear, and now the forces of evil, working through the sorcelj
Elymas sought with their baleful suggestions to turn him from the faith and so thwart the

purpose of GodThusthe fallen foe ever works to keep in himnksmen of influence who, if

converted, might render effective service in God's cause. But the faithful gospel worker need
[168] fear defeat at the hand of the enemy; for it is his privilege to be endued with power from

above to withstand every satanic influence. AA 1468

It is the duty of the minister of
Christ to stand faithful at his
post, in the fear of God and in
the power of His mightThus
he may put to confusion the
hosts of Satan and may
triumph in the name of the
Lord. (AA 169)
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The sorcerer had closed his eyes to the evidences of gosp
truth, and the Lord, in righteous anger, caused his natural
eyes to be closed, shutting out from him the light of day. T}
blindness was not permanent, but only for a season, that
might be warned to repent and seek pardon of the God
whom he had so grievously offended. The confusion into
which he was thus brought made of no effect his subtle art
against the doctrine of Christ. The fact that he was obliged
grope about in blindness proved to all that the miracles
which the apostles had performed, and whidilymashad
denounced as sleight of hand, were wrought by the power
God. The deputy, convinced of the truth of the doctrine
taught by the apostles, accepted the gospel. [AA 168




The fallen enemy is working to keep these men of
b Influence In his ranks, for he knows that if they are

converted they will be able to render effective service
In the cause of God.

l We must speak to them without fear of being defeated
b by the enemy; For it is our privilege to be endowed
with heavenly power to resist all satanic influence.

And when they bring you unto the synagogues, and unto
magistrates, and powers, take ye no thought how or what thing
ye shall answer, or what ye shall say: For the Holy Ghost shall
teach you in the same hour what ye ought to say. (Luke 12:11 -12)



e SR L Mission Among
\ \ the Jews

Paul and Barnabas in Antioch entered the synagogue on a Sabbath. After the reaing o te

and the prophets, the rulers of the synagogue asked them to speak to them. Paul began by -‘,
reminding them of thepast historythey knew, until introducing them to Jesus: "

1 God had chosen their parents.
. He had brought them out of Egypt.

_J) Forty years he endured them in the desert.

_J)He destroyed seven nations in the land of Canaan.
_J)He gave them their territory as an inheritance.

_) For four hundred and fifty years, he gave them judges until the prophet Samuel

_) They asked for a king, and God gave th&aulson of Kish, a man of the tribe of Benjamin.
_When he had taken him away, he raised David up as king for them.

_J)From his seed, and according to the promise, God raised up Jesus to be Savior to Israel.
_J) Before His coming, John preached the baptism of repentance.

_JJohn the Baptist pointed to Him as the Messiah.

) The inhabitants of Jerusalem and their rulers asked Pilate to have Him killed.

1 God raised Him from the dead and He saw no corruption.

By means of Him, forgiveness of sins is preached to you, and all thlngs from which you cou ¥

'Knot be justified by the law of Moses, in Him everyone who believes is justified.




And when the Jews were gone out of the synagogue, the Gentiles besou
that these words might be preached to them the next sabbath. Now whe
the congregation was broken up, many of the Jews and religious proselyt
followed Paul and Barnabas: who, speaking to them, persuaded them to
continue in the grace of God. And the next sabbath day came almost the
whole city together to hear the word of God. But when the Jews saw the
multitudes, they were filled with envy, angdpakeagainst those things whic

were spoken by Paul, contradicting and blaspheming. Then Pauland ¢ .
Barnabas waxed bold, and said, It was necessary that the word of God
should first have been spoken to you: but seeing ye put it from you, and &
judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles. bi' s ¢
For so hath the Lord commanded us, saying, | have set thee to be a light@f i
the Gentiles, that thou shouldest be for salvation unto the ends of the earth PN
And when the Gentiles heard this, they wegad, andglorified the word of
the Lord: and as many as were ordained to eternal life believed. And the

word of the Lord was published throughout all the regioActs13:4249)

i

But the Jews stirred up the devout angbnourablewomen, and
the chief men of the city, and raised persecution against Paul
and Barnabas, and expelled them out of their coasts. But they
shook off the dust of their feet againghem, andcame unto
Iconium. And the disciples were filled with joy, and with the
Holy Ghost(Acts 13:5052)




Q Among believers, we must tell the story we have in
common and then lead them to learn the new truths.

Let us always highlight Jesus: His life, His death, His
resurrection, and His work today.

This is the stone which was set at nought of you builders,

which is become the head of the corner. Neither is there

salvation in any other: for there is none other name under

heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.
(Acts 4:11-12)



In Lystra Paul healed a lame man. The
people, when they saw the miracle,
thought they were gods.

The priest of Jupiter brought bulls and
garlands, and with the crowd he wanted ft
offer sacrifices to them. Barnabas and Pa
tore their clothes and rushed into the

crowd, crying out and saying, "Men, why @
are you doing this? We also are men like
you, who proclaim to you that from these

vanities you turn to the living God, who
made heaven and earth, the sea, and all
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Jews persuaded the crowd to stone Paul §

- and dragged him out of the city, thinking

' he was dead. But the disciples surroundeid

him, and he arose and entered the city;

Mission to
Idolaters or Pagans
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and the next day he left with Barnabas fo
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The apostles endeavored to impart to these idolaters a
knowledge of God the Creator and of His Son, the Saviouhef
human race They first directed attention to the wonderful works
of Godr the sun, the moon, and the stars, the beautiful order of
the recurring seasons, the mighty sneeapped mountains, the
lofty trees, and other varied wonders of nature, which showed af
skill beyond human comprehension. Through these works of the
Almighty, the apostles led the minds of the heathen to a k.
contemplation of the great Ruler of the univers&A 180

Having made plain these fundamental
truths concerning the Creator, the apostles
told the Lystriansof the Son of God, who
came from heaven to our world because
He loved the children of men. They spoke
of His life and ministry, His rejection by
those He came to save, His trial and
crucifixion, His resurrection, and His
ascension to heaven, there to act as man's
advocate. Thus, in the Spirit [181] and
power of God, Paul and Barnabas
preached the gospel in Lystra. AA 1881




» When you speak to others, seek that they worship God and not you.

If you talk to people who do not believe, or do not know Christianity,
or believe in superstitions, strive to impart to them a knowledge of
God the Creator first and then of his Son, the Savior of the human

species.

Thou, even thou, art Lord alone; thou hast made heaven,
the heaven of heavens, with all their host, the earth, and all
things that are therein, the seas, and all that is therein, and

thou preservest them all; and the host of heaven
worshippeth  thee. (Nehemiah 9:6)

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but
have everlasting life. (John 3:16)



Controversies in the

Acts15:1:-21 -
Mission

Some Jews taught among the Gentiles that they had to be
circumcised to be saved.

There was a great discussion with Paul and Barnabas, and it VQ
arranged that Paul and Barnabas should go up to Jerusalem, &
some of them, the apostles and elders, to discuss this questior
They gathered in Jerusalem and told what God had done amor
the Gentiles. Peter also gave his testimony.

After everyone gave their opinion, they came to an agreement
and wrote a letter to be read in the churches of the Gentiles. Tt
sent this letter with Paul, Barnabas, Judas, and Silas.
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In the church at Antioch the consideration of the question of circumcision resulted in mt
discussion and contention. Finally, the members of the church, fearing that a division
among them would be the outcome of continued discussion, decided to send Paul and
Barnabas, with some responsible men from the church, to Jerusalem to lay the matter
before the apostles and elders. There they were to meet delegates from the different
churches and those who had come to Jerusalem to attend the approaching festivals.
Meanwhile all controversy was to cease until a final decision should be given in general
council. This decision was then to be universally accepted by the different churches
throughout the country.AA 190

Peter's address brought the assembly to a point where they could listen with patience t

Paul and Barnabas, who related their experience in working for the Gentiles. "All the

multitude kept silence, and gave audience to Barnabas and Paul, declaring what mirac
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that the men who had declared circumcision to be binding were not authorlzed to do so by the
apostles. Paul and Barnabas were recommended to them as men who had hazarded their lives fo
the Lord. Judas and Silas were sent with these apostles to declare to the Gentiles by word of mou
the decision of the council: "It seemed good to the Holy Ghost, and to us, to lay upon you no great
[196] burden than these necessary things; that ye abstain from meats offered to idols, and from
blood, and from things strangled, and from fornication: from which if ye keep yourselves, ye shall @
well." The four servants of God were sent to Antioch with the epistle and message that was to put &
end to all controversy; for it was the voice of the highest authority upon the earth.




When the mission is carried out, problems arise, what to do?
Let's see what they did and imitate them.

O‘//) Apostles and elders, delegates from the different churches, and those who had come to
Jerusalem to attend the upcoming feasts gathered.

<>> They exposed the problem.

<>/ They told of the wonders and signs that God had done among the Gentiles.

™,
\

Q They prayed asking the Holy Spirit to solve the problem.
James, the leader of the church in Jerusalem, summarized the resolution they had made.

They chose people filled with the Holy Spirit to go and inform the established churches,
comfort and confirm the brethren with an abundance of words.

Finally, brethren, farewell. Be perfect, be of good comfort, be
of one mind, live in peace; and the God of love and peace shall
be with you. (2 Corinthians 13:11)



Choosing Leaders for
Mission

Paul came tderbeand Lystra and chose |} |
Timothy to help him. Timothy was of good e 2
witness for his consecration and his AN
"unfeigned faith." He was young, no more
than 18 to 20 years old.

His mother and grandmother had taught
him the scriptures as a child. He wasn't
physically strong. He seems to have bee
emotional. Timothy was Paul's eworker,
and his ceworker on the second journey.
On the third voyage he accompanied him
at least, as far as Troas. He was Paul's
messenger to Corinth and Thessalonica.
He must have been in Rome with Paul
during his first imprisonment, for he
appears in the Epistle to the Philippians, i}
Colossians, and in Philemon. From
Hebrews 13:23, we know that he was in
prison and was set free.
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In Timothy, Paul saw one who understood the holiness of the work of the

ministry; one who did not faint in the face of suffering and persecution; a
that he was willing to be taught... 5
Timothy's father was Greek and his mother Jewish. From childhood he h&é&& .
known the scriptures. The godliness he saw in his home life was wholesg &%
and sane. His mother's and grandmother's faith in the sacred oracles was §&

The spiritual power of the lessons he had received from them kept his
language pure and prevented him from being contaminated by the evil
influences around him. Thus, those who instructed him at home had
cooperated with God in preparing him to bear responsibilities.

Paul saw that Timothy was faithful, steadfast, and true, and he chose him &
a companion in labor and travel. Those who had taught Timothy in his
childhood were rewarded by seeing the son of their care linked in close
fellowship with the great apostle. Timothy was a mere youth when he was
chosen by God to be a teacher, but his principles had been so established
his early education that he was fitted to take his place as Paul's helper. Anc
though young, he bore his responsibilities with Christian meekness.

As a precautionary measure, Paul wisely advised Timothy to be
circumcised not that God required it, butin order toremove from the

minds of the Jews that which might be an objection to Timothy's
ministration. AA 203204



Paul loved Timothy, his "own son in the faith." 1 Timothy 1:2. The great apostle often dr
the younger disciple out, questioning himm regard toScripture history, and as they

4 traveled from place to place, he carefully taught him how to do successful work. Both P
~ | and Silas, in all their association with Timothy, sought to deepen the impression that ha
already been made upon his mind, of the sacred, serious nature of the work of the gos
minister. In his work, Timothy constantly sought Paul's advice and instruction. He did n
move from impulse, but exercised consideration and calm thought, inquiring at every ste
| Is this the way of the Lord? The Holy Spirit found in him one who could be molded and

fashioned as a temple for the indwelling of the divine Presence.

As the lessons of the Bible are wrought into the daily life, they have a deep and lasting

influence upon the character. These lessons Timothy learned and practiced. He had no
speciallybrilliant talents, but his work was valuable because he used his ockn abilities

in the Master's service. His knowledge of experimental piety distinguished him from oth
believers and gave him influence. AA 2205

Those who labor for souls must attain to a deeper, fuller, clearer knowledge of God than c ‘S
be gained by ordinary effort. They must throw all their energies into the work of the Maste| |
They are engaged in a high and holy calling, and if they gain souls for tirgthey must lay S5
firm hold upon God, daily receiving grace and power from the Source of all blessing. "For
grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, teaching us that, denying
ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this prese
world; looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our
Saviour Jesus Christ; who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from all iniquity,
purify unto Himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works." Titus 2141 AA 205



The mission of choosing leaders is extremely important.
What qualities should the person who is going to work on the mission have?

{ Understand the holiness of the work of the ministry.

b |

{ Not fainting in the face of suffering and persecution.

1

{ Willing to be taught.

" Pious, faithful, firm and sincere.
4 God's Word is his rule.
4 Keep language pure and avoid being contaminated by bad influences.

4 Put all energies into the Lord's work.

Hold fast to God and go to the Source of all blessing to receive daily grace and
* power.

| charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge

the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom; Preach the word; be

Instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long suffering
and doctrine. (2 Timothy 4:1 -2)



Mission Among Jewish
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ACIEHCIERR Women by the Rlver/

When the apostles arrived in Philippi, one Sabbath they went by the river, where prayer was
and they spoke to the women who had gathered

opened her heart to listen to what Paul was saylng.
And when she and her family were baptized, she pleaded with the apostles, saying, "If you ha
judged that | am faithful to the Lord, come into my house and rest." And he compelled themto ¢

True meekness softens and subdues the heart and gives the mind a fitness for the
engrafted word. It brings the thoughts into obedience to Jesus Christ. It opens the
heart to the word of God, as Lydia's was opened. SL 14.2




>>> When the Sabbath comes, look for where the believers are to
worship God and join them, no matter where or who is gathered.
You will be a blessing, and you too will be enriched.

Be hospitable. Invite into your home those who need hospitality and
kind attention. It is a privilege and a blessing,.

Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together,
as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another:
and so much the more, as ye see the day
approaching. (Hebrews 10:25)

Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby
some have entertained angels unawares.
(Hebrews 13:2)



A girl who had a spirit of divination followed Paul and Barnabas, saying: "These
men are servants of thivlost HighGod, who proclaim to you the way of salvation."
And this she did for many days. This displeased Paul, and he cast the spirit from her.

Her masters, seeing that they could no longer make money from her, had Paul
and Silas arrested, and brought them before the authorities.

The magistrates, tearing their clothes, whipped them a lot and put them in prison.

At midnight, Paul and Silas prayed, sang hymns to God, and the prisoners
heard them. Then there was a greatirthquakeand all the doors were

opened, and everyone's chains were loosened. The jailer, seeing this, drew his
sword and went to kill himself, thinking that the prisoners had escaped. Paul
cried out, "Do yourself no harm, for we are all here."

Sohe asked for light, and went in, and fell at the feet of Paul and Silas. He took them
out and said to them, "Sirs, what must | do to be saved?" They said, "Believe on the
Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your household." That same night,
he was baptized with his entire household.
The magistrates wanted to release them in secret. But Paul said to them, "After we were publicly
scourged without a court sentence, when we were Roman citizens, they threw us into prison, and now

they cast us out covertly? No, by the way, but they come themselves to get us out." The magistrates
were afraid and begged them to leave the city.



