


We are going to know 
the nature of love, its 
value and eternal 
duration. Paul displays a 
gift that is of more 
value than any known 
virtue, and that gift is 
available to all.

This love is the one that exists between the Father and Jesus. "And I have made your name known to them, and I 
will make it known again, that the love with which you have loved me may be in them, and I in them" (John 17:26).
It is the redeeming love of the Divine for lost humanity. "In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because 
that God sent his only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him." (1 John 4:9).
It is the special quality that is demonstrated in the mutual dealings of Christians. "A new commandment I give unto 
you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another. By this all men will know that 
you are my disciples, if you have love for one another" (John 13:34-35).
It is practiced to demonstrate the believer's relationship with God. "No one has ever seen God. If we love one 
another, God abides in us, and his love is perfected in us" (1 John 4:12). 
Love for God is demonstrated by conforming to His will; This is the proof of love. "He that saith, I know him, and 
keepethnot his commandments, he is a liar, and the truth is not in him; but he who keeps his word, in him truly the 
love of God is perfected; by this we know that we are in him" (1 John 2:4-5).

1 Corinthians 13 uses the Greek word ágape, which is "love" in its highest sense, recognizing something of value 
in the person or object loved; love that is based on a principle and not on emotions; love that comes from 
respect for the admirable qualities of the one who is loved. 



"Suffers" describes the state of mind that enables man 
to be patiently calm when oppressed, slandered, and 
persecuted. Love Suffers Long

Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the common 
hall, andgathered unto him the whole band of soldiers. And 
they stripped him, andput on him a scarlet robe. And when they 
had platted a crown of thorns, they put it upon his head, and a 
reed in his right hand: and they bowed the knee before him, and 
mocked him, saying, Hail, King of the Jews! And they spit upon 
him, and took the reed, and smote him on the head. And after 
that they had mocked him, they took the robe off from him, and 
put his own raiment on him, and led him away to crucify him. 
(Matthew 27:27-31).

Patience or long-suffering, in a world where impatience and intolerance prevail, is a 
precious attribute. Love is magnanimous with the faults, failures, and weaknesses of 
others. It recognizes that all human beings are fallible, and that, therefore, it is to be 
expected that there will be manifestations that reveal the errors that result from man's 
inherent sinful nature. Patience is the opposite of haste, of passionate expressions and 
thoughts, and of irritability. 



[Walk] with all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, 
forbearing one another in love. (Ephesians 4:2). 

Love Suffers Long

Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and 
persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil 
against you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be 
exceeding glad: for great is your reward in 
heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets 
which were before you. (Matthew 5:11-12).

While self is all alive, we stand ready continually to 
guard it from mortification and insult; but when self is  
dead, and our life is hid with Christ in God, we shall not 
take neglects or slights to heart. We shall be deaf to 
ǊŜǇǊƻŀŎƘ ŀƴŘ ōƭƛƴŘ ǘƻ ǎŎƻǊƴ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǳƭǘΦ ά[ƻǾŜ suffereth
ƭƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƪƛƴŘέ w/ нсо.



It describes the kind nature of one who is moved by the Spirit of God, who is always seeking 
to reveal, by word and deed, sympathetic understanding and sensitivity to the struggles and 
difficulties of others. The idea of the word is that, in all circumstances of life, whether rough 
or irritating, sorrowful or painful, love is soft and gentle. Love is the opposite of hatred, 
which manifests itself with severity, anger, harshness, hardness, and revenge. He who really 
loves another is kind to him, he longs to do him good; He is gentle and courteous because he 
does not want to hurt his feelings but, tries to help him to be happy. 

He was interested in every phase of suffering that came under His notice, and to every 
sufferer He brought relief, His kind words having a soothing balmΧ but virtueτthe healing 
power of loveτwent out from Him to the sick and distressed. DA 92
At the table of the publicans He sat as an honored guest, by His sympathy and social 
kindliness showing that He recognized the dignity of humanity; and men longed to become 
worthy of His confidence. 

He exercised the greatest tact, and thoughtful, kind 
attention in His intercourse with the people. He was never 
rude, never needlessly spoke a severe word, never gave 
needless pain to a sensitive soul. DA 353.

Love Is Benign 
It means "to be gentle," "to manifest 
kindness," "to be considerate and gentle.έ 

New impulses were awakened, and to these outcasts of 
society there opened the possibility of a new life.τThe 
Ministry of Healing, 26 (1905). 2MCP 623



Put on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels of 
mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, longsuffering 
(Colossians 3:12). 

Finally, be ye all of one mind, having 
compassion one of another, love as brethren, 
be pitiful, be courteous (1 Peter 3:8).

Praise the LORD; for the LORD is good: sing praises unto his 
name; for it is pleasant. (Psalms 135:3).

But love ye your enemies, and do good, and lend, hoping for nothing 
again; and your reward shall be great, and ye shall be the children of the 
Highest: for he is kind unto the unthankful and to the evil. (Luke 6:35).

The Power of KindnessτUntil the judgment you will never know the 
influence of a kind, considerate course toward the inconsistent, the 
unreasonable, the unworthy. 2MCP 775
If after a course of provocation and injustice on their part, you treat them as 
you would an innocent person, you even take pains to show them special acts 
of kindness, then you have acted the part of a Christian, and they become 
surprised and ashamed and see their course of action and meanness more 
clearly than if you plainly stated their aggravated acts to rebuke them. ChL7

Love Is Benign 



Here, in a negative sense, it means "to be envious" or to manifest bad or unpleasant feelings 
toward others because they have some advantage over one. Such feelings produce strife 
and division, which are utterly contrary to the teachings of Jesus, for he exhorted men to 
love one another and live together (see John 15:12; 17:22; 1 John 3:23). Envy or jealousy is, 
of all human defects, one of the most cruel and despicable (see Prov. 27:4; Qty. 8: 6). Lucifer 
was overcome by envy and lost his high dignity. Since he fell, he has tried to implant the 
terrible defect of envy in the heart of every human being so that all will be lost as he was. 
Only love can expel jealousy. But being content with what the Lord has allowed us to have 
does not exclude us from earnestly desiring the best gifts and ardently longing for the "still 
more excellent way" of love. 

Love Has No Envy

Envy is "a spiteful longing for someone else's belongings, 
position, wealth, achievements, or success." It is "being 
jealous," either in a positive or negative sense. 

Let us consider that Jesus took all the woes and griefs, the poverty and suffering, 
of man into His own heart and made them a part of His own experience. 
Although He was the  Prince of life, He did not take His position with the great 
and honorable, but with the lowly, the oppressed, and the suffering. He was the 
despised Nazarene. He had not where to lay His head. He became poor for our 
sakes, that we through His poverty might be made rich. 4T 620



Let not thine heart envy 
sinners: but be thou in the fear 
of the LORD all the daylong 
(Proverbs 23:17). 

A sound heart is the life of the 
flesh: but envy the rottenness of 
the bones (Proverbs 14:30). 

Love Has No Envy

Here are brought plainly to view those who will be vessels unto honor, for they will receive the latter rain. Every soul who in 
the light now shining upon our pathway continues in sin will be blinded and will accept the delusions that come from Satan. 
²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ ƴŜŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ŜŀǊǘƘΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ ²ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ ǿŀǘŎƘƳŜƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƭǎ ƻŦ ½ƛƻƴ ǿƘƻ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ 
slumber, but faithfully declare the time of night? Christ is coming, to be admired in all them that believe. How painful it is to 
contemplate that the Lord Jesus is being kept in the background. How few magnify His grace and exalt His infinite compassion 
and love. There will be no envy, no jealousy, in the hearts of those who are seeking to be like Jesus in character. .τ 7LtMs, Lt 
15, 1892, par. 12.

If we live in the Spirit, let us also 
walk in the Spirit. Let us not be 
desirous of vain glory, provoking 
one another, envying one 
another. (Galatians 5:25-26).

For where envying and strife is, there is 
confusion and every evil work. (James 3:16).



It means "to be vainglorious ", "to boast". Love does not 
proclaim its own praises; he does not boast of his merits and 
good works; he is humble, he does not try to exalt himself. 

¢ƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊ ǎŀȅǎΣ ά[ŜŀǊƴ ƻŦ aŜ ώL ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ōƻŀǎǘŦǳƭΣ L 
ƘƛŘŜ aȅ ƎƭƻǊȅϐΤ ŦƻǊ L ŀƳ ƳŜŜƪ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǿƭȅ ƛƴ ƘŜŀǊǘΦέ Lƴ 
ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ aŜΣ άȅŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ǊŜǎǘ ǳƴǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƻǳƭǎΦέ ¢a ннн

Love Is Not 
BoastfulHe in whose heart is true love is found, remembers the life and death of Jesus, and 

instantly rejects every thought or suggestion that leads him to self-justification. The 
love that is a gift of the Spirit regards every virtue as proceeding from God and 
bestowed by Him, and therefore there is no reason for vain boasting because the 
possession of every gift comes from God. 

The Saviourof the world was the adored of angels, He was 
a prince in the royal courts of heaven; but He laid aside His 
glory and clothed His divinity with humanity. He became 
the meek and lowly Jesus. He left His riches and glory in 
heaven and became poor that we, through His poverty, 
might be made rich. Three years He journeyed from place 
to place, a homeless wanderer. 4T 219



Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, 
and have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art 
wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked: I 
counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire, that thou 
mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be 
clothed, and that the shame of thy nakedness do not 
appear; and anoint thine eyes with eyesalve, that thou 
mayest see. (Revelation 3:17-18).

Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance: 
And think not to say within yourselves, We have 
Abraham to our father: for I say unto you, that 
God is able of these stones to raise up children 
unto Abraham. Matthew 3:8-9.

Love Is Not 
Boastful

Unless the mind is used, it will cease to expand; unless the 
taste is cultivated to love the Bible, it will cease to relish the 
truths of God's Word. The student can see only to the depth of 
what he has explored, and he cannot appreciate that which 
lies beyond the compass of his own narrow boundaries. But 
his very ignorance will make him conceited, talkative, and 
boastful. DG 79

Those who experience the sanctification of the Bible will manifest a spirit of humility. Like Moses, they have had a view of 
the awful majesty of holiness, and they see their own unworthiness in contrast with the purity and exalted perfection of 
the Infinite One. MAR 235.



To puff up means "to swell up," metaphorically "to 
be proud." Love does not inflate a person with 
vanity; it does not produce self-conceit and self-
aggrandizement. This word indicates the subjective 
state of pride and self-satisfaction which are so 
often characteristic of those who possess superior 
knowledge and who are very capable. 
Love does not indulge in self-esteem, which claims 
to have the best gifts, and tends to vainglory. Love 
does not produce feelings of self-importance, nor 
does it seek praise from others for anything that has 
been achieved. 

Love Is Not Puffed Up

Though He increased in knowledge, and the grace of God was upon Him, 
yet He did not become lifted up in pride, orfeel that He was above 
doing the most humbletoil. He took His share of the burden, together 
with His father, mother, and brethren. LHU 77

Those who have been most successful in 
soul-winning were men and women who 
did not pride themselves on their ability, 
but who in humility and faith sought to 
help those about them. Jesus did this very 
work. He came close to those whom He 
desired to reach. ChS117



Love Is Not Puffed Up

My ministering brethren, seek Jesus with all 
lowliness and meekness. Do not try to draw 
the attention of the people to yourselves. 
Let them lose sight of the instrument, while 
you exalt Jesus. Talk of Jesus; lose self in 
Jesus. There is too much bustle and stir 
about our religion, while Calvary and the 
cross are forgotten. 2TT 27.

Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; 
but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other 
better than themselves. (Philippians 2:3).

Behold, his soul which is lifted up is not 
upright in him: but the just shall live by his 
faith. (Habakkuk 2:4).



Every true follower of the Lord will always be courteous and will never respond to the 
impulses of the natural heart to return rudeness and harshness with impoliteness. Love 
is always in search of what is right and proper in all the relations of life, for it seeks to 
promote the happiness of others, and this necessarily leads to the avoidance of 
everything that would cause an offense or hinder true enjoyment. 

Love Does Nothing 
Wrong

The right behavior of love prevents all fanaticism and extremist positions that lead to unbridled 
emotional outbursts and dishonor the cause of God. This statement that love never does 
anything improper shows that it is at all timesunder the dominion of the reason and therefore 
cannot be an emotion or feeling. What becomes nothing more than a reaction of emotions and 
feelingsτfalsely called loveτdoes not act in a reasonable way or necessarily take into account
the feelings and sensibilities of others. 

When Christ lived on earth He always took into accountthe 
feelings of men and proceeded with courtesy and 
correctness for all .

[Jesus] As the sinless One, 
His nature recoiled from 
evil. Pr 173.

He does not "act unseemly," he does not "behave in a 
dishonorable manner." Love is never impolite, rough or 
coarse; it  never behaves in such a way that it can hurt the 
sensibilities of others. 



Love Does Nothing 
Wrong

For, brethren, ye have been called 
unto liberty; only use not liberty for 
an occasion to the flesh, but by love 
serve one another. For all the law is 
fulfilled in one word, even in this; 
Thou shalt love thy neighbouras 
thyself. But if ye bite and devour one 
another, take heed that ye be not 
consumed one of another. This I say 
then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall 
not fulfil the lust of the flesh. 
(Galatians 5:13-16).

There is none greater in this house 
than I; neither hath he kept back 
any thing from me but thee, 
because thou art his wife: how 
then can I do this great 
wickedness, and sin against God? 
(Genesis 39:9).

Whosoever is born of God doth not 
commit sin; for his seed remainethin him: 
and he cannot sin, because he is born of 
God (1 John 3:9).



What is diametrically opposed to the nature of true love is 
the selfish pursuit of self's advantage, influence, or honor 
as the sole purpose of life. This is, of all the characteristics 
of love, the most difficult for the unsanctified heart to 
understand. Human beings are primarily interested in 
themselves, and often this interest predominates over all 
others. Man's selfish nature is further proof that sin has 
completely reversed the divine order in the experience of 
mankind, inducing men to concentrate their affections and 
interests on themselves. He who is dominated by God's 
selfless love forgets self and is completely dominated by 
the desire to do God's will. That is why he is willing to give 
his life in loving ministry on behalf of others. 

άHow God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who 
went about doing good and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was 
with himέ όActs 10: 38). Christ did not live for Himself, nor was His purpose to further 
His own interests. He put his self last and others first. He was willing to sacrifice his 
comfort, his time, his tranquility, his resources and his talents for the well-being and 
salvation of humanity. 

Love Does Not Seek Its Own



Thereforeall things whatsoever ye would that men 
should do to you, do ye even so to them: for this is the 
law and the prophets. (Matthew 7:12).

Even as I please all men in all things, not seeking mine 
own profit, but the profit of many, that they may be 
saved. (1 Corinthians 10:33). 

Love Does Not Seek Its Own

For even the Son of man came not to be ministered 
unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for 
many. (Mark 10:45).

Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in 
lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than 
themselves. Look not every man on his own things, but 
every man also on the things of others. (Philippians 2:3-4).



The Christian who knows that the self, the natural heart, is opposed to the will of 
God, but has given itself to the Lord and is dead to sin, nothing can irritate or 
displease him. He simply gives all things into God's hands with the assurance that, no 
matter what happens, he is under the care of the loving and attentive eye of the One 
who rules all things for the good of those who trust in him. One of the most visible 
effects of conversion is the remarkable change seen in the character of a person who 
was irritable, full of resentment, and easily angered. These people become kind, 
gentle, and calm under the influence of the Holy Ghost. All of Satan's efforts are 
fruitless to make them displeased and give free rein to their former violent temper. 

And the Pharisees came forth, and began to question 
with him, seeking of him a sign from heaven, tempting 
him. And he sighed deeply in his spirit, and saith, Why 
doth this generation seek after a sign? verily I say unto 
you, There shall no sign be given unto this generation. 
(Mark 8:11-12).

And Pilate asked him again, saying, Answerestthou 
nothing? behold how many things they witness 
against thee.But Jesus yet answered nothing; so that 
Pilate marvelled. (Mark 15:4-5)

Love Is Not Irritated

Nothing can disturb the equanimity (levelheadedness or 
calmness) of perfect love and produce a manifestation of 
disgust, impatience, or anger


