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What is intercession? To intercede is to speak on behalf of someone in order to
obtain good or deliver him from evil.

What biblical examples do we have that teach us the most about 
why or how intercession occurs?

What does intercession comprehend? It is the golden chain which binds finite 
man to the throne of the infinite God. The human agent whom Christ has died to 
save importunes the throne of God, and his petition is taken up by Jesus who has 
purchased him with His own blood. Our great High Priest places His 
righteousness on the side of the sincere suppliant, and the prayer of Christ 
blends with that of the human petitioner. 
Christ has urged that His people pray without ceasing. This does not mean that 
we should always be upon our knees, but that prayer is to be as the breath of the 
soul. Our silent requests, wherever we may be, are to be ascending unto God, 
and Jesus our Advocate pleads in our behalf, bearing up with the incense of His 
righteousness our requests to the Father.
The Lord Jesus loves His people, and when they put their trust in Him, depending 
wholly upon Him, He strengthens them. He will live through them, giving them 
the inspiration of His sanctifying Spirit, imparting to the soul a vital transfusion of 
Himself. He acts through their faculties and causes them to choose His will and to 
act out His character.... 
The Lord will not leave His afflicted, tried children to be the sport of Satan's 
temptations. It is your privilege to trust in Jesus. The heavens are full of rich 
blessings. TMK 78



Abraham intercedes 
for  Sodom

After Abraham was with the three heavenly 
messengers, two of them left for Sodom, leaving 
Abraham alone with the One whom he now 
recognized as the Son of God. 
He explained that he was going to destroy Sodom 
and Gomorrah because of their wickedness.
And Abraham, a man of faith, interceded on behalf 
of its inhabitants. Formerly he had saved them by his 
sword, now he sought to save them from the 
tempest of divine judgment, if it was God's will, by 
intercession.
Knowing that Lot and his family lived there, he tried 
to save their lives from destruction.
Let us hear him intercede:



And Abraham drew near, and said, Wilt thou also destroy the righteous with the wicked?Peradventure there be fifty 
righteous within the city: wilt thou also destroy and not spare the place for the fifty righteous that are therein?That 
be far from thee to do after this manner, to slay the righteous with the wicked: and that the righteous should be as 
the wicked, that be far from thee: Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right? 
   And the LORD said, If I find in Sodom fifty righteous within the city, then I will spare all the place for their sakes. 
And Abraham answered and said, Behold now, I have taken upon me
to speak unto the Lord, which am but dust and ashes:Peradventure
there shall lack five of the fifty righteous: wilt thou destroy all
the city for lack of five? 
   And he said, If I find there forty and five, I will not destroy it. 
And he spakeunto him yet again, and said, Peradventure there
shall be forty found there. 
   And he said, I will not do it for forty's sake. 
And he said unto him, Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak: 
Peradventure there shall thirty be found there. 
   And he said, I will not do it, if I find thirty there.
And he said, Behold now, I have taken upon me to speak unto
the Lord: Peradventure there shall be twenty found there. 
    And he said, I will not destroy it for twenty's sake.
And he said, Oh let not the Lord be angry, and I will speak yet but this
once: Peradventure ten shall be found there. 
    And he said, I will not destroy it for ten's sake. 
And the LORD went his way, as soon as he had left communing with Abraham: and Abraham returned unto his place.   



Abraham asked not once merely, but many times. Waxing bolder as his requests were 
granted, he continued until he gained the assurance that if even ten righteous persons 
could be found in it, the city would be spared. 
Love for perishing souls inspired Abraham's prayer. While he loathed the sins of that 
corrupt city, he desired that the sinners might be savedΧ

The spirit of Abraham was the spirit of Christ. The Son of God is Himself the great 
Intercessor in the sinner's behalf. He who has paid the price for its redemption 
knows the worth of the human soul. With an antagonism to evil such as can exist 
only in a nature spotlessly pure, Christ manifested toward the sinner a love which 
infinite goodness alone could conceive. 

EGW (Patriarchs and prophets p. 118-119)

Christ

Jesus intercedes for the unrighteous and sinners, as well 
as for his family (those adopted as children of God), so 

that they will not be destroyed.



Judah  Intercedes 
for  Benjamin

There was a famine throughout the land. Jacob sent his sons to Egypt, 
because he heard that there was food there. After the provisions brought 
from Egypt ran out, the famine began to take effect. Jacob read the need 
they had on the anxious faces of the whole camp; at last he said, "Go back, 
and buy for us a little food.έΦ 
Judah answered him, "The man warned us with a resolute spirit, 'You will 
not see my face unless you bring your brother with you.' If you send our 
brother with us, we will go down and buy you food. But if you do not send 
him, we will not go down, for that man said to us, 'You will not see my face 
unless you bring your brother with you.'έΦ 
Seeing that his father's resolve was beginning to waver, Judah offered 
himself as his brother's guarantor, pledging to accept the blame forever if he 
did not return Benjamin to his father.  "Send the young man with me, and 
we will arise and go, that we may live and not die, and thou, and our 
children. I answer for him; you will ask me for an account. If I do not bring 
him back to you, and if I do not set him before you, I will be guilty of you 
forever.έΦ 



Judah said to the steward, "What shall we say to my lord? What will we talk about or with 
what will we justify ourselves? God has found the wickedness of your servants. We are 
servants of my lord, we eloquence, the one in whose possession the cup was found.έΦ 
ά"I never did such a thing," was the reply. The man in whose possession the cup was found, 
that shall be my servant; you go in peace with your Father.έΦ 
Then they all returned to Egypt and bowed down before Joseph to the ground.
In his deep grief, Judah approached the governor ςnot knowing that it was Joseph ςand 
interceded for Benjamin: "Alas, my lord, please allow your servant to speak a word in the 
hearing of my lord, and do not let your anger be kindled against your servant, for you are 
like Pharaoh.έ 
In words of touching eloquence, he described his father's deep sorrow for the loss of 
Joseph, and his refusal to allow Benjamin to travel with them to Egypt, for he was the only 
son left to him by his mother Rachel, whom Jacob had loved so tenderly. 
And now, when I return to thy servant my father, if the young man does not go with me, as 
his life is bound up with his life, it shall come to pass, that when I do not see the young 
man, he shall die; and your servants will cause the gray hairs of our Father, your servant, to 
descend into Sheolin sorrow. As your servant gave surety for the young man before my 
father, saying, 'If I do not bring him back to you, then I will be guilty before my father 
forever,' so I beg you to stay now your servant instead of the young man as my master's 
servant, and let the young man go with his brothers, for how shall I return to my father 
without the young man? I will not be able to, because I do not see the evil that will befall 
my father.έ 

In Egypt they bought food and, when they left, they were accused of stealing Joseph's 
silver cup. When they looked in the sacks, the cup was in Benjamin's sack. 



Judah first offered himself as a guarantor for his brother Benjamin, and then he 
interceded with Joseph for his brother and was surety for him so that he would 
not hurt his father.

Jesus came out as a guarantor for us, and intercedes so 
that we will not be slaves to sin, but that we will obtain 

true freedom. 

Christ

WŜǎǳǎ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ŘƻǘƘ aȅ CŀǘƘŜǊ ƭƻǾŜ aŜΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ƭŀȅ Řƻǿƴ aȅ ƭƛŦŜΣ ǘƘŀǘ 
L ƳƛƎƘǘ ǘŀƪŜ ƛǘ ŀƎŀƛƴΦέ WƻƘƴ млΥмтΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ƛǎΣ άaȅ CŀǘƘŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ǎƻ ƭƻǾŜŘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘ IŜ 
even loves Me more for giving My life to redeem you. In becoming your 
Substitute and Surety, by surrendering My life, by taking your liabilities, your 
transgressions, I am endeared to My Father; for by My sacrifice, God can be 
ƧǳǎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ȅŜǘ ǘƘŜ WǳǎǘƛŦƛŜǊ ƻŦ ƘƛƳ ǿƘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǘƘ ƛƴ WŜǎǳǎΦέ {/ мп



Moses intercedes for 
the people of Israel

Moses was on the mountain with God, and God commanded him, 
"Go down, for your people whom you brought out of the land of 
Egypt have become corrupt. They have soon turned away from the 
path I commanded them; they have made themselves a molten 
calf, and they have worshipped it, and they have offered sacrifices 
to it, and they have said, 'Israel, these are your gods, who brought 
you out of the land of Egypt.'" In addition, he added: "Son pueblo 
was stiff-necked. Now therefore, let me kindle my wrath in them, 
and consume them; and out of you I will make a great nation.έΦ 

Here we see Moses interceding:
Moses answered: "O Lord, why will your wrath be kindled against your people, 
whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty 
hand? Why should the Egyptians speak, saying, He brought them out for evil, to kill 
them on the mountains, and to wipe them off the face of the earth? Turn from the 
fierceness of your anger, andrepent of this evil against your people. Remember 
Abraham, Isaac, and Israel your servants, to whom you have sworn by yourself, and 
said to them, I will multiply your descendants like the stars of heaven; and I will 
give to your descendants all this land of which I have spoken, and they shall take it 
as an inheritance forever.έΦ
Then Jehovah repented of the evil he said he would do to his people. 



Moses came down from the mountain, carrying in his hand the two tablets of testimony. As 
he approached the camp, he and Joshua heard shouting. Joshua thought they were fighting, 
but Moses said they were singing. When they arrived at the camp, they saw the calf and the 
dances. Moses burned with anger, and threw the tablets out of his hands, and broke them 
at the foot of the mountain. He took the calf that they had made, and burned it in the fire, 
and ground it to powder. 

Let us hear him intercede:
Then Moses returned to the Lord and said: άAnd Moses returned unto the 
LORD, and said, Oh, this people have sinned a great sin, andhave made 
them gods of gold. Yet now, if thou wilt forgive their sin; and if not, blot me, 
I pray thee, out of thy book which thou hast written.έ
And the Lord said to MosesΥ άhosoeverhath sinned against me, him will I 
blot out of my book.Thereforenow go, lead the people unto the place of 
which I have spoken unto thee: behold, mine Angel shall go before thee: 
neverthelessin the day when I visit I will visit their sin upon themέΦ And the 
LORD plagued the people, because they made the calf, which Aaron made. 

When Moses saw that the people were in riot, because Aaron had permitted it, to the 
shame of his enemies, Moses stood at the gate of the camp and said, "Who is for the Lord? 
Join me." And all the sons of Levi joined him together. The next day Moses said to the 
people, "You have committed a great sin, but now I will ascend to the Lord; perhaps I will 
placate him about your sin. 



Moses supplicated God in behalf of sinning Israel. He did not try to lessen their sin before God; 
he did not excuse them in their sin. He frankly acknowledged that they had sinned  a great sin 
and had made them gods of gold. Then he loses his timidity, and the interest of Israel is so 
closely interwoven with his life that he comes with boldness to God and prays for Him to 
forgive His people. If their sin, he pleads, is so great that God cannot forgive them, if their 
names must be blotted from His book, he prays the Lord to blot out his name also 3T 303

Christ

But no; the man who had learned to seek after the lost sheep in the wilderness, who had endured cold 
and storm rather than leave one sheep to perish, could not give up the people placed in his care. He 
pleaded with God not to give them up, but to forgive their transgression....... And her fervent intercession 
prevailed. CTr 116

The intercession of Moses in behalf of Israel illustrates the mediation of Christ for sinful men. But the 
[ƻǊŘ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ ǇŜǊƳƛǘ aƻǎŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜŀǊΣ ŀǎ ŘƛŘ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ǘƘŜ Ǝǳƛƭǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎƎǊŜǎǎƻǊΦ ά²ƘƻǎƻŜǾŜǊ  ƘŀǘƘ ǎƛƴƴŜŘ 
ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ aŜΣέ IŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ άƘƛƳ ǿƛƭƭ L ōƭƻǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ aȅ ōƻƻƪΦέ tt онсΦо

Christ intercedes with the Father so that he will fulfill the promises he has made to us, so 
that enemies will not mock God, so that he will give us the Holy Spirit, so that his sacrifice 

will not be in vain on our behalf, so that he will give us eternal life because he was willing to 
lose his eternity for each one of us.



Boaz intercedes 
for  Ruth

Boaz speaks kindly of Ruth, telling her to stay the whole harvest to gather ears of corn in 
his fields. With this you would have several blessings: 

× Company. She would be accompanied by her workers.

× Safety. She was a foreigner and had no one to protect her.

× Personal well-being. He would have food and drink every day.

× Economic benefit. She could pick up ears of grain from among sheaves, and even pick 
up what the reapers dropped for her.

× God's blessingΦ άThe LORD recompense thy work, and a full reward be given thee of 
the LORD God of Israel, under whose wings thou art come to trustέ όwǳǘƘ нΥмнύΦ

Ruth, a Moabite, returns with her mother-in-law to 
Bethlehem in Judah. Both of them, widows and poor, have no 
livelihood. Ruth offers to go gleaning. Sohe arrives at the 
camp of Boaz, a relative of Naomi. 

When Boaz asks who she is and learns 
that she is Ruth, the Moabitess begins 
to intercede for her.



Naomi, seeing how well Boaz treats Ruth and knowing that he can take care 
of her, asks Ruth to tell her that he redeems her. Boaz knows that there is 
another, closer relative, who has the right to keep Naomi's fields and marry 
Ruth.
Soone day he knocks on the door of the city where he gathered a group of 
10 elders to be the jury. When the relative entered, he proposed that he 
keep Naomi's lands. The relative says yes. But when Boaz tells him that he 
has tomarry Ruth in order tohave offspring who will inherit everything, he 
does not want to marry Ruth and declines the offer. 

Boaz, who had more interest in Ruth 
than in the land, buys the property in 
order to be able to take Ruth as a 
woman. The next of kin had been 
unwilling to take Ruth for the property, 
but Boaz was ready to take the 
property, if necessary, in order to
marry Ruth. So, as the law said, and to 
seal the agreement, he gives Boaz his 
shoe. 
Boaz keeps Ruth and everything 
Naomi. Boaz is Ruth's redeemer.



The biblical authors took the figure of the "kinsman" who acted as "redeemer," and applied it to 
Christ as man's Redeemer from sin and death. For example, Job said, "I know that my Redeemer 
[go'el] lives" (Job 19:25): the one who would redeem him from the grave in the resurrection. Isaiah 
uses the words ga'al(verb) and go'el (noun) 18 times to refer to God as the one who redeems Israel 
from their enemies and men from the clutches of sin (Isa. 43:1, 14; 44:22; 49:7; 54:5, 8; 63:16; etc.). 
We may well rejoice in Christ, our "kinsman," who accepted for us the responsibilities of that 
relationship. He is the one who has redeemed us from the power of sin and death (Isa. 44:22; Ose. 
13: 14). If we will only approach him, he will not reject us, like Ruth's relative (Ruth 4:6). He will in 
no way cast us out (John 6:37). And as we draw near to him, we will find home and rest for our 
souls (Ruth 3:1; Matt. 11:29). 

Christ Christ intercedes for you so that you may have blessings: companionship, safety and 
security, personal well-being, financial benefit, reward, and special remuneration for you.

All life comes from God, and He is the one who gives "every good gift and every perfect 
gift" (Jas. 1:17). He is the one who gives "rains from heaven and fruitful times" (Acts 14:17) 
and "the power to make riches" (Deut. 8:17, 18). Christ asks the Father to give you all the 
blessings you receive. Christ is your Redeemer who is always working on your behalf.



Samuel promises to 
intercede for the people

Samuel, now older, bids farewell to the people of Israel. He asks 
them to witness whether he has behaved correctly with them and 
reminds them of past history. He tells them that he has made them 
king, as they wanted, but that they must not forget God. "If ye fear 
the Lord and serve him, and listen to his voice, and be not 
rebellious to the word of the Lord, and if both you and the king 
who reigns over you serve the Lord your God, you shall do well.έ
If they forget God, "But if ye will not hearken unto the voice of the 
Lord, and though ye be rebellious unto the words of the Lord, the 
hand of the Lord shall be against you as it was against your 
fathers.έ
He proceeds to give them a sign: "Wait even now, andbehold this 
great thing that Jehovah will do before your eyes. Is it not now the 
harvest of the wheat? I will cry unto the Lord, and he shall give 
thunders and rains, that ye may know and see that your 
wickedness is great, which ye have done in the sight of the Lord, 
asking for a king for yourselves.έ
And Samuel cried unto the Lord, and the Lord gave thunder and 
rain that day; and all the people had great fear of the Lord and of 
Samuel. 



And all the people said unto Samuel, Pray for thy 
servants unto the LORD thy God, that we die not: for 
we have added unto all our sins this evil, to ask us a 
king. 
And Samuel said unto the people, Fear not: ye have 
done all this wickedness: yet turn not aside from 
following the LORD, butserve the LORD with all your 
heart; And turn ye not aside: for then should ye go 
after vain things, which cannot profit nor deliver; for 
they are vain. For the LORD will not forsake his people 
for his great name's sake: because it hath pleased the 

LORD to make you his people. Moreoveras for 
me, God forbid that I should sin against the 
LORD in ceasing to pray for you: but I will 
teach you the good and the right way. 
Solamente temed a Jehová y servidle de verdad con 
todo vuestro corazón, pues considerad cuán grandes 
cosas ha hecho por vosotros. Mas si perseverareis en 
ƘŀŎŜǊ ƳŀƭΣ ǾƻǎƻǘǊƻǎ ȅ ǾǳŜǎǘǊƻ ǊŜȅ ǇŜǊŜŎŜǊŞƛǎΦέ



Christ

He has paid an infinite price for the soul; and He intercedes before the Father as our 
Mediator, pleading not as a petitioner, but as conqueror who would claim that which is 

His own. He is able tosave to the uttermost, for He ever lives to make intercession for us. 
MYP 407

In Love and Mercy Jesus Pleads With Us and for Us.
Our Advocate, Jesus, is pleading before His Father's throne in our behalf, and He is also pleading with 
ǘƘŜ ǎƛƴƴŜǊΣ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ ά¢ǳǊƴ ȅŜΣ ŦƻǊ ǿƘȅ ǿƛƭƭ ȅŜ ŘƛŜΚέ Iŀǎ ƴƻǘ DƻŘ ŘƻƴŜ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ /ƘǊƛǎǘ 
to win us from satanic deception? ... Is He not a risen Savior, ever living to make intercession for us? Is 
He not ever following up His great work of atonement by the work of the Holy Spirit on every heart? 
The bow of mercy still arches the throne of God, testifying to the fact that every soul who believes in 
Christ as a personal Savior shall have everlasting life. Mercy and justice are blended in God's dealing 
with His heritage.τThe Signs of the Times, September 19, 1895. BLJ 339

The blood of Jesus is pleading with power and efficacy for those who are backslidden, for those who are 
rebellious, for those who sin against great light and love. Satan stands at our right hand to accuse us, and our 
Advocate stands at God's right hand to plead for us. He has never lost a case that has been committed to Him. 
We may trust in our Advocate; for He pleads His own merits in our behalf.... He is making intercession for the 
most lowly, the most oppressed and suffering, for the most tried and tempted ones. With upraised hands He 
ǇƭŜŀŘǎΣ άL ƘŀǾŜ gravenǘƘŜŜ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƭƳǎ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƘŀƴŘǎΦέ LǎŀƛŀƘ пфΥмсΦ hI/ пф



Let not the king sin against his servant, against David; because he hath 
not sinned against thee, and because his works have been to thee-
ward very good: For he did put
his life in his hand,  and slew

the Philistine, and the LORD
Wrought a great salvation for
all Israel: thou sawestit, and didst
rejoice: wherefore then wilt thou
sin against Innocent blood, 
to slay David without a cause?

Jonathan Intercedes 
for  David

And Saul spaketo Jonathan his son, and to all his servants, that they 
should kill David. But Jonathan Saul's son delighted much in David: and 
Jonathan told David, saying, Saul my father seekethto kill thee: now 
therefore, I pray thee, take heed to thyself until the morning, and abide in 
a secret place, and hide thyself: And I will go out and stand beside

1 Samuel 19:1-6

my father in the field where thou art, and I will commune with my father of thee; and what I see, that I will 
tell thee. And Jonathan spakegood of David unto Saul his father, and said unto him,

And Saul hearkened unto the voice of Jonathan: and Saul sware, As the LORD liveth, he shall not be slain.έ 



Adversity proves the sincerity of true friendship. Jonathan well 
knew that David had no thought of usurping the throne, but
ǿŀǎ ǳƴŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎŜ {ŀǳƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ŦŀŎǘΦ WƻƴŀǘƘŀƴΩǎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ 
was not easy, for he would be in the role of opposing the desires 
of a tyrant, andwould be thought disloyal to his own father. 
However, as a true friend, Jonathan told David the truth about 
Saul, not to frighten, but to forewarn and assure him of a true 
ŦǊƛŜƴŘΩǎ ŀƭƭŜƎƛŀƴŎŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǊŜŀƭ ǘŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ WƻƴŀǘƘŀƴΦ WƻƴŀǘƘŀƴ 
had to decide between loyalty to his father and loyalty to David. 
It was impossible longer to be loyal to both. He demonstrated 
good judgment by conducting himself in such a way as to retain 
influence over his father and yet at the same time save David 
from certain death. 

.ƻǳƴŘ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ōȅ ǘƛŜǎ ŜǾŜƴ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ ōƭƻƻŘ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƭƻǾŜ άǇŀǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǾŜ ƻŦ ǿƻƳŜƴέ όн {ŀƳΦ 
мΥнсύΣ ŀƴŘ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƴŜǊƳƻǎǘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ ƻŦ 5ŀǾƛŘΩǎ ƘŜŀǊǘΣ WƻƴŀǘƘŀƴ ǿŀǎ ƛŘŜŀƭƭȅ ŦƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŜŘƛŀǘŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ 
{ŀǳƭΦ Lƴ WƻƴŀǘƘŀƴΩǎ ǇƭŜŀ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊΣ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ŦƻǊ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊƛŎǘ ǊŜƎŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜ ǿŜǊŜ ōƻǘƘ ƳŀƴƛŦŜǎǘŜŘΦ !ǎ {ŀǳƭΩǎ
son, he knew the arguments that would have the most weight with the king τ5ŀǾƛŘΩǎ ǾƛŎǘƻǊȅ ƻǾŜǊ DƻƭƛŀǘƘ ŀƴŘ Ƙƛǎ 
continued, loyal service to the king personally on all occasions. 
Jonathan tactfully proved to Saul that he had no reason for slaying David, by reminding him that he had every reason to 
ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ 5ŀǾƛŘΩǎ ƭƻȅŀƭ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ. How effective are right words at the right moment (see Prov.25:1 1 ; Isa. 50:4)! Jonathan 
knew his father was wrong, not only in this instance, but in many others as well. But he would have gained nothing had 
he berated his father for his mistakes. (ABC  about 1 Samuel 19:3-6)


