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Whatisintercessior? To intercede is to speak on behalf of someomeorder to
obtain good or deliver him from euvil.

What does intercession compreherdt is the golden chain which binds finite
man to the throne of the infinite God. The human agent whom Christ has died
save importunes the throne of God, and his petition is taken up by Jesus who
purchased him with His own blood. Our great High Priest places His
righteousness on the side of the sincere suppliant, and the prayer of Christ
blends with that of the human petitioner.

Christ has urged that His people pray without ceasing. This does not mean th:
we should always be upon our knees, but that prayer is to be as the breath of
soul. Our silent requests, wherever we may be, are to be ascending unto God
and Jesus our Advocate pleads in our behalf, bearing up with the incense of
righteousness our requests to the Father.

The Lord Jesus loves His people, and when they put their trust in Him, depen
wholly upon Him, He strengthens them. He will live through them, giving them
the inspiration of His sanctifying Spirit, imparting to the soul a vital transfusion
Himself. He acts through their faculties and causes them to choose His will an
act out His character..

The Lord will not leave His afflicted, tried children to be the sport of Satan's
temptations. It is your privilege to trust in Jesus. The heavens are full of rich
blessings TMK 78

What biblical examples do we have that teach us the most about
why or how intercession occufs



\ Abraham intercedes

Genesis 18:22-33
for Sodom

After Abraham was with the three heavenly
messengers, two of them left for Sodom, leaving
Abraham alone with the One whom he now
recognized as the Son of God

He explained that he was going to destroy Sodom
and Gomorrah because of their wickedness

And Abraham, a man of faith, interceded on behalf
of its inhabitants. Formerly he had saved them by |
sword, now he sought to save them from the T
tempest of divine judgment, If it was God's will, by ik
Intercession
Knowing that Lot and his family lived there, he tried
to save their lives from destruction
Let us hear him intercede




B
= And Abraham drew near, and said, Wilt thou also destroy the righteous with the wické&x&radventure there be fifty

righteous within the city: wilt thou also destroy and not spare the place for the fifty righteous that are therelinat
be far from thee to do after this manner, to slay the righteous with the wicked: and that the righteous should be as
the wicked, that be far from thee: Shall not the Judge of all the earth do rigjht
fj)And the LORD said, If | find in Sodom fifty righteous within the city, then | will spare all the place for their sakes
=» And Abraham answered and said, Behold now, | have taken upon rpa I
to speak unto the Lord, which am but dust and ash@&radventure [ =35 77 o o G2
there shall lack five of the fifty righteous: wilt thou destroy all
the city for lack of five?
=2 And he said, If | find there forty and five, | will not destroy it
=% And hespakeunto him yet again, and said, Peradventure there
shall be forty found there
== And he said, | will not do it for forty's sake
= And he said unto him, Oh let not the Lord be angry, and | will speak
Peradventure there shall thirty be found there
=2»And he said, | will not do it, if | find thirty there i MR
—» And he said, Behold now, | have taken upon me to speak unto raAr gt
the Lord: Peradventure there shall be twenty found there Vi @
== And he said, | will not destroy it for twenty's sake ~_
= And he said, Oh let not the Lord be angry, and | will speak yet butt
once: Peradventure ten shall be found there :
=2 And he said, | will not destroy it for ten's sake
And the LORD went his way, as soon as he had left communing with Abraham: and Abraham returned unto his pIa




Abraham asked not once merely, but many times. Waxing bolder as his requests were
granted, he continued until he gained the assurance that if even ten righteous persons
could be found in it, the city would be spared.

Love for perishing souls inspired Abraham's prayer. While he loathed the sins of that
corrupt city, he desired that the sinners might be savéed

The spirit of Abraham was the spirit of Christ. The Son of God is Himself the great
Intercessor in the sinner's behalf. He who has paid the price for its redemption
knows the worth of the human soul. With an antagonism to evil such as can exist
only in a nature spotlessly pure, Christ manifested toward the sinner a love which
infinite goodness alone could conceive

EGW Patriarchsand prophetsp. 118119)

Jesus intercedes for the unrighteous ansinners, as We
as for his family (those adopted as children of God), sc

that they will not be destroyed




Judah ' Intercedes Genesis 43; 44
for. Benjamin

' There was a famine throughout the land. Jacob sent his sons to Egypt,
because he heard that there was food there. After the provisions brought
from Egypt ran out, the famine began to take effect. Jacob read the need
they had on the anxious faces of the whole camp;last he said, "Go back,
and buy for us a little food ® Y«
Judah answered him, "The man warned us with a resolute spirit, "You wil[" |
not see my face unless you bring your brother with you.' If you send our |
brother with us, we will go down and buy you food. But if you do not send
him, we will not go down, for that man said to us, "You will not see my face
unless you bring your brother with yolg' @

Seeing that his father's resolve was beginning to waver, Judah offered
himself as his brother’'s guarantor, pledging to accept the blame forever if b&
did not return Benjamin to his father. "Send the young man with me, and-,’i;:-, \ |
we will arise and go, that we may live and not die, and thou, and our
children. | answer for him; you will ask me for an account. If | do not bring $Sr 4%.
him back to you, and if | do not set him before you, | will be guilty of you S| :
forevere @




In Egypt they bought food and, when they left, they were accused of stealing Joseph's

silver cup. When they looked in the sacks, the cup was in Benjamin's.sack

Judah said to the steward, "What shall we say to my lord? What will we talk about or wi
what will we justify ourselves? God has found the wickedness of your servants. We are

~ = servants of my lord, we eloguence, the one in whose possession the cup was fouhd.

d'l never did such a thing," was the reply. The man in whose possession the cup was foul
that shall be my servant; you go in peace with your Fatbhe®

Then they all returned to Egypt and bowed down before Joseph to the ground

In his deep grief, Judah approached the govermarot knowing that it was Joseply and
interceded for Benjamin: "Alas, my lord, please allow your servant to speak a word in the
hearing of my lord, and do not let your anger be kindled against your servant, for you are
like Pharaole

! In words of touching eloquence, he described his father's deep sorrow for the loss of
Joseph, and his refusal to allow Benjamin to travel with them to Egypt, for he was the onl
son left to him by his mother Rachel, whom Jacob had loved so tenderly

And now, when | return to thy servant my father, if the young man does not go with me, a:
his life is bound up with his life, it shall come to pass, that when | do not see the young
man, he shall die; and your servants will cause the gray hairs of our Father, your servant,
descend intaSheolin sorrow. As your servant gave surety for the young man before my
father, saying, 'If | do not bring him back to you, then | will be guilty before my father

J/ forever,' so | beg you to stay now your servant instead of the young man as my master

servant, and let the young man go with his brothers, for how shall | return to my father
without the young man? | will not be able to, because | do not see the evil that will befal
my fatherg




Judah first offered himself as a guarantor for his brother Benjamin, and then he
Interceded with Joseph for his brother and was surety for him so that he would
not hurt his father

WSadzza alFARE G¢KSNBT2NB R20K aé Cl 0K
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even loves Me more for giving My life to redeem you. In becoming your
Substitute and Surety, by surrendering My life, by taking your liabilities, your
transgressions, | am endeared to My Father; for by My sacrifice, God can be
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Jesus came out as a guarantor for us, and intercedes sa
that we will not be slaves to sin, but that we will obtain

true freedom




Exodus 32:7-35

“ Moses was on the mountaln with God, and God commanded hi 3,

"Go down, for your people whom you brought out of the land of |
Egypt have become corrupt. They have soon turned away from tf
path | commanded them; they have made themselves a molten |
calf, and they have worshipped it, and they have offered sacrifice’
to it, and they have said, 'Israel, these are your gods, who broug
you out of the land of Egypt.™ In addition, he added: "Son pueblc
was stiftnecked. Now therefore, let me kindle my wrath in them, §
and consume them and out of you | will make a great natiorb
Here we see Moses interceding
Moses answered: "O Lord, why will your wrath be kindled against your people,
whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty
hand? Why should the Egyptians speak, saying, He brought them out for evil, to
them on the mountains, and to wipe them off the face of the earth? Turn from the
fierceness of youanger, andrepent of this evil against your people. Remember
Abraham, Isaac, and Israel your servants, to whom you have sworn by yourself,
said to them, | will multiply your descendants like the stars of heaven; and | will
give to your descendants all this land of which | have spoken, and they shall take
as an inheritance forevet. ®
Then Jehovah repented of the evil he said he would do to his people




Moses came down from the mountain, carrying in his hand the two tablets of testimony.
he approached the camp, he and Joshua heard shouting. Joshua thought they were figh
but Moses said they were singing. When they arrived at the camp, they saw the calf and
1 dances. Moses burned with anger, and threw the tablets out of his hands, and broke the
at the foot of the mountain. He took the calf that they had made, and burned it in the fire,
and ground it to powder

% When Moses saw that the people were in riot, because Aaron had permitted it, to the

il shame of his enemies, Moses stood at the gate of the camp and said, "Who is for the Lord?
Join me." And all the sons of Levi joined him together. The next day Moses said to the
people, "You have committed a great sin, but now | will ascend to the Lord; perhaps | will
placate him about your sin

Let us hear him intercede

Then Moses returned to the Lord arshid GAnd Moses returned unto the
LORD, and said, Oh, this people have sinned a gsegtandhave made
them gods of gold. Yet now, if thou wilt forgive their sin; and if not, blot m
| pray thee, out of thy book which thou hast writtes.

And the Lord said to Moseshodoeverhath sinned against me, him will |
blot out of my book.Thereforenow go, lead the people unto the place of
which | have spoken unto thee: behold, mine Angel shall go before thee:
neverthelessn the day when Visit | will visit their sin upon theng dnd the
LORD plagued the people, because they made the calf, which Aaron mat



Moses supplicated Goth behalf of sinning Israel. He did not try to lessen their sin before G
he did not excuse them in their sin. He frankly acknowledged that they had sinned a great
and had made them gods of gold. Then he loses his timidity, and the interest of Israel is so
closely interwoven with his life that he comes with boldness to God and prays for Him to
forgive His people. If their sin, he pleads, is so great that God cannot forgive them, if their
names must be blotted from His book, he prays the Lord to blot out his name also 3T 303

But no; the man who had learned to seek after the lost sheep in the wilderness, who had endured cold
and storm rather than leave one sheep to perish, could not give up the people placed in his care. He
pleaded with God not to give them up, but to forgive their transgression.. And her fervent intercession
prevailed CTrl16

The intercession of Moseis behalf of Israel illustrates the mediation of Christ for sinful meBut the

[ 2NR RAR y20 LISNN¥YAG az2aSa (2 06SIFINE ada RAR [/ KN
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Christ intercedes with the Father so that he will fulfill the promises he has made to us,
that enemies will not mock God, so that he will give us the Holy Spirit, so that his sacri
will not be in vain on our behalf, so that he will give us eternal life because he was willi

lose his eternity for each one of us




0az Intercedes

for. Ruth

Ruth, a Moabite, returns with her mothein-law to
Bethlehem in JudahBoth of them, widows and poor, have no
livelihood. Ruth offers to go gleaningohe arrives at the
camp of Boaz, a relative of Naomi.

When Boaz asks who she is and learns
that she is Ruth, the Moabitess begins
to intercede for her

Ruth 2-4

Boaz speaks kindly of Ruth, telling her to stay the whole harvest to gather ears of co
his fields. With this you would have several blessings

x CompanyShe would be accompanied by her workers
x Safety She was a foreigner and had no one to protect her
x Personalvell-being He would have food and drink every day

x Economidbenefit. She could pick up ears of grain from among sheaves, and even
up what the reapers dropped for her

x God'sblessingd Thé@ LORD recompense thy work, and a full reward be given thee
the LORD God of Israel, under whose wings thou art come to #usto w dzii K H
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of her, asks Ruth to tell her that he redeems her. Boaz knows that there is | &

another, closer relative, who has the right to keep Naomi's fields and marr |

Ruth.

Soone day he knocks on the door of the city where he gathered a group ¢ |
10 elders to be the jury. When the relative entered, he proposed that he
keep Naomi's lands. The relative says yes. But when Boaz tells him that h
has tomarry Ruthin order to have offspring who will inherit everything, he

does not want to marry Ruth and declines the offer

Boaz, who had more interest in Ruth
than in the land, buys the propertyn
order to be able to take Ruth as a
woman. The next of kin had been
unwilling to take Ruth for the property,
but Boaz was ready to take the
property, if necessaryin order to

marry Ruth. So, as the law said, and t
seal the agreement, he gives Boaz his
shoe

Boaz keeps Ruth and everything
Naomi. Boaz is Ruth's redeemer




Christ Christ intercedes for you so that you may have blessings: companionship, safety and
security, personal welbeing, financial benefit, reward, and special remuneration for you

The biblical authors took the figure of the "kinsman" who acted as "redeemer," and applied it to ,
Christ as man's Redeemer from sin and death. For example, Job said, "l know that my Redeemer
[go'el] lives" (Job 19:25): the one who would redeem him from the grave in the resurrection. Isaiah
uses the wordgya'al (verb) andgo'el (noun) 18 times to refer to God as the one who redeems Israel
from their enemies and men from the clutches of sin (Isa. 43:1, 14; 44:22; 49:7; 54:5, 8; 63:16; etc.).
We may well rejoice in Christ, our "kinsman," who accepted for us the responsibilities of that
relationship. He is the one who has redeemed us from the power of sin and death (Isa. 44:22; Ose.
13: 14). If we will only approach him, he will not reject us, like Ruth's relative (Ruth 4:6). He will in
no way cast us out (John 6:37). And as we draw near to him, we will find home and rest for our
souls (Ruth 3:1; Matt. 11:29

All life comes from God, and He is the one who gives "every good gift and every perife
gift" (Jas. 1:17). He is the one who gives "rains from heaven and fruitful times" (Acts
and "the power to make riches" (Deut. 8:17, 18). Christ asks the Father to give you ¢

blessings you receive. Christ is your Redeemer who is always working on your beha




Samuel promises to

1 Samuel 12

Intercede for the people

Samuel, now older, bids farewell to the people of Israel. He asks
them to witness whether he has behaved correctly with them and
reminds them ofpast history He tells them that he has made the
king, as they wanted, but that they must not forget God. "If ye fea
the Lord and serve him, and listen to his voice, and be not
rebellious to the word of the Lord, and if both you and the king
who reigns over you serve the Lord your God, you shall do well.

If they forget God, "But if ye will not hearken unto the voice of th« a\
Lord, and though ye be rebellious unto the words of the Lord, the
hand of the Lord shall be against you as it was against your
fatherse

He proceeds to give them a sign: "Wait evanow, andbehold this .
great thing that Jehovah will do before your eyes. Is it not now the ' %
harvest of the wheat? | will cry unto the Lord, and he shall give
thunders and rains, that ye may know and see that your
wickedness is great, which ye have done in the sight of the Lord,
asking for a king for yourselves.

And Samuel cried unto the Lord, and the Lord gave thunder and
rain that day; and all the people had great fear of the Lord and of
Samuel




And all the people said unto Samuel, Pray for thy
servants unto the LORD thy God, that we die not: for
we have added unto all our sins this evil, to ask us a
King.

And Samuel said unto the people, Fear not: ye have
done all this wickedness: yet turn not aside from
following the LORD, buserve the LORD with all your
heart; And turn ye not aside: for then should ye go
after vain things, which cannot profit nor deliver; for
they are vain. For the LORD will not forsake his people
for his great name's sake: because it hath pleased the

LORD to makgou his people.Moreover as for

me, God forbid that | should sin against the
LORD in ceasing to pray for you: but | will
teach you the good and the right way
Solamente temed a Jehova y servidle de verdad con
todo vuestro corazén, pues considerad cuan grandes

cosas ha hecho por vosotros. Mas si perseverareis en
KFEFOSNJ YI {3 @2a2iNRa & @dz



In Love and Mercy Jesus Pleads With Us and far Us

‘ Our Advocate, Jesus, is pleading before His Father's throne in our behalf, and He is also pleading
0KS aAYYSNE aleéAy3a> ac¢dz2Ny eS3T F2N gKeé gAftt &
to win us from satanic deception? ... Is He not a risen Savior, ever living to make intercession for us? |
He not ever following up His great work of atonement by the work of the Holy Spirit on every heart?
The bow of mercy still arches the throne of God, testifying to the fact that every soul who believes in
Christ as a personal Savior shall have everlasting life. Mercy and justice are blended in God's dealing
with His heritaget The Signs of the Times, September 19, 1895. BLJ 339

The blood of Jesus is pleading with power and efficacy for those who are backslidden, for those who are
rebellious, for those who sin against great light and love. Satan stands at our right hand to accuse us, and our
Advocate stands at God's right hand to plead for us. He has never lost a case that has been committed to Him.
We may trust in our Advocate; for He pleads His own merits in our behalf.... He is making intercession for the
most lowly, the most oppressed and suffering, for the most tried and tempted ones. With upraised hands He

LJX S| Ra& yravend KISISOSIzZLI2ZYy GKS LI fya 2F Yé KIFIyRaoé Lal Al K

He has paid an infinite price for the soul; and He intercedes before the Father as our
Mediator, pleading not as a petitioner, but as conqueror who would claim that which is
His own. Has able tosave to the uttermost, for He ever lives to make intercession for us

MYP 407




Jgna'l"ﬂ“ Intercedes 1 Samuel 19:5b

And Saulspaketo Jonathan his son, and to all his servants, that they |/ !
should kill David. But Jonathan Saul's son delighted much in David: an&s./
Jonathan told David, saying, Saul my fatheekethto kill thee: now ,‘ 7
therefore, | pray thee, take heed to thyself until the morning, and abide}’ //7 45 \

a secret place, and hide thyself: And | will go out and stand beside m—

my father in the field where thou art, and I will commune with my father of thee; and what | see, that I will
tell thee. And Jonatharspakegood of David unto Saul his father, and said unto him,

' iw H‘!\

Let not the king sin against his servant, against David; because he |
not sinned against thee, and because his works have been to thee
ward very good: For he did put
his life in his hand, and slew Do e
the Philistine, and the. ORD 41 PO X
Wrought a great salvation for \,(, AR ‘@, e
all Israel: thousawestit, and didst {4 = .
rejoice: wherefore then wilt thou R
sin against Innocent blood,

to slay David without a cause?

And Saul hearkened unto the voice of Jonathan: and Savdre As the LORIDveth, he shall not be slaig.
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Adversity proves the sincerity of true friendship. Jonathan well /
knew that David had no thought of usurping thiarone, but
gl a dzylotS G2 O2y @Ay OS { | d
was not easy, for he would be in the role of opposing the desi
of atyrant, andwould be thought disloyal to his own father.
However, as a true friend, Jonathan told David the truth about
Saul, not to frighten, but to forewarn and assure him of a true
FNASYRQa [ttt SIAAlLYyOSd ¢KAA oI
had to decide between loyalty to his father and loyalty to Davic
It was impossible longer to be loyal to both. He demonstrated
good judgment by conducting himself in such a way as to reta
influence over his father and yet at the same time save David
from certain death

.2dzy R G2 KA& FTNASYR o0& (ASa S@Sy Of 2aSN) KKy GK2asS 2
MYHCUZ YR (Y26Ay3a 0KS AYYSNN¥2a0 G0K2dzZaAKGA&A 2F 51 OARQ3
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son, he knew the arguments that would have the most weight with the kings A RQa JAOU2NE 2O

continued, loyal service to the king personally on all occasions
Jonathan tactfully proved to Saul that he had no reason for slaying David, by reminding him that he had every reaso
I LILINBOAF 0S 5| Howeectivé &edright wosdSanteArighSmoment (see Prov.25:1 1 ; Isa. 50:4)! Jonat
knew his father was wrong, not only in this instance, but in many others as well. But he would have gained nothing
he berated his father for his mistake4ABCabout 1 Samuel 19:3%)



