


All the characters we are going to see had in their 
hands something that God used in a prodigious way.

They were common things, used for everyday life. 
In themselves there was nothing extraordinary 
about them. But, by faith, and by placing them at 
the disposal of God, they were great instruments of 
salvation to accomplish the work of God.

Ask yourself what you use every day or what you 
know how to do and ask God to use it in a 
wonderful way as well.





Noah, a righteous man, whose life was in harmony with God's will. Noah is 
characterized by three expressions, each of which places him in a very 
favorable position compared to his contemporaries. 

1. He was a "righteous man." The word "just" does not imply blameless 
innocence, but righteousness, honesty, and virtue. To live an exemplary 
life in Noah's day required that a man be able to resist with fearlessness 
and firmness evil attractions, subtle temptations, and vile mockery. Noah 
was not a weak creature, lacking in judgment or willpower, but a "man" 
of strong convictions, upright in thought and action.

2. Perfect in His Generations: The second attribute highlights Noah as blameless in "his time" (JB). This does not mean 
that he lived in a state of sinlessness but rather of moral integrity. It refers not only to Noah's godly life but also to the 
constancy of his religion in the midst ofthe iniquity environment in which he lived. 

3. Noah walked with God: Third, Noah's life is reminiscent of that of his godly ancestor, Enoch (Gen. 5:22, 24), who had 
been translated into eternal glory only 69 years before Noah's birth. But this remarkable description of Noah does not 
imply that he had attained righteousness by his own efforts. He was saved by faith (Heb. 11:7), just like all who are 
faithful children of God (CBA, on Genesis 6).

άBy faith Noah, being warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his 
house; by the which he condemned the world, and became heir of the righteousness which is by faithέ όHebrews 11:7). 
While Noah was giving his warning message to the world, his works testified of his sincerity. It was thus that his faith 
was perfected and made evident. He gave the world an example of believing just what God says. All that he possessed,
he invested in the ark.... Every blow struck upon the ark was a witness to the people. CC 38





After about 40 years of Moses being with his father-in-law Jethro, God appeared to him 
in a burning bush ςbut that did not burn ςto give him the mission of freeing the people 
of Israel from the slavery of the Egyptians. 
A great change had been effected in Moses. Forty years earlier, he willingly offered 
himself as a deliverer.τActs 7:24, 25. However, at that time he was not qualified for the 
position of leadership to which he aspired, nor were the children of Israel ready for 
deliverance. The 40 years in Midian had taught him humility, andimbued him with a 
complete distrust of himself. The foster-prince of the royal house of Egypt had become a 
shepherd engaged in a task despised by the Egyptians (Gen. 46:34), and he was so 
unsure of himself as to fear Pharaoh. He, a despised shepherd of the eastern 
wilderness, what influence could he be expected to have over the mighty king of the 
strongest nation on earth? Also, what influence would he have with his own people? 
They had rejected him when he was powerful, would they accept his leadership being a 
fugitive who reappeared?
Thoughts like these must have crossed Moses' mind when the call came to him to return 
to Egypt and deliver his people. To show him that God would be with him and increase 
his confidence, he asked him what he had in his hand. Moses, who during those years 
had been a shepherd of sheep, had in his hands the rod with which he defended the 
cattle. A rod was a small thing, but God made him see that, with his power and using 
that rod, he would do marvelous wonders and signs. That is what happened. Moses 
used that rod in the plagues that came upon Egypt (e.g., Exodus 8:5, 16; 9:23).
He also used it to part the Red Sea (Exodus 14:16); to strike the rock of Horeb (Exodus 
17:5-6); and later he had the rod when the people of Israel fought against the 
Amalekites (Exodus 17:9). Just a rod in the hand and the power of God at work.





Rahab was a prostitute who lived on the wall of Jericho. He covered up for the two Israelite 
spies sent to reconnoiter the defenses of that city. Before the two spies left Rahab's house, she 
asked them to save her. The two spies promised, "We will be released from this oath by which 
you have sworn to us. Behold, when we enter the earth, thou shalt bind this cord of scarlet to 
the window through which thou hast taken us down; and you shall gather your father and your 
mother, your brothers, and all your father's family into your house. Whoever goes out of the 
gates of your house, his blood will be on his head, and we will be blameless. But whoever is at 
home with you, his blood will be on our head, if he touches his hand. And if you denounce this 
matter of ours, we will be released from this your oath by which you have sworn us to us." She 
replied, "Let it be as you have said. Then he sent them away, and they went away; and she tied 
the scarlet cord to the window" (Joshua 2:17-21).

A few miles beyond the river, just opposite the place where the Israelites were 
encamped, was the large and strongly fortified city of Jericho. This city was virtually the 
key to the whole country, and it would present a formidable obstacle to the success of 
Israel. Joshua therefore sent two young men as spies to visit this city and ascertain 
something as to its population, its resources, and the strength of its fortifications. The 
inhabitants of the city, terrified and suspicious, were constantly on the alert,  and the 
messengers were in great danger. They were, however, preserved by Rahab, a woman 
of Jericho, at the peril of her own life. PP 482

Because of her kindness to them, and her declaration of belief in God, the spies 
promised that the lives of Rahab and her family would be spared when the 
attack came on Jericho. DG 35





The simple act of blowing a blast upon the trumpet by the army of Joshua around 
Jericho, and by Gideon's little band about the hosts of Midian, was made effectual, 
through the power of God, to overthrow the might of His enemies. The most complete 
system that men have ever devised, apart from the power and wisdom of God, will 
prove a failure, while the most unpromising methods will succeed when divinely 
appointed and entered upon with humility and faith. Trust in God and obedience to His 
will are as essential to the Christian in the spiritual warfare as to Gideon and Joshua in 
their battles with the Canaanites. By the repeated manifestations of His power in
behalf of Israel, God would lead them to have faith in Himτwith confidence to seek 
His help in every emergency. He is just as willing to work with the efforts of His people 
now and to accomplish great things through weak instrumentalities. All heaven awaits 
ƻǳǊ ŘŜƳŀƴŘ ǳǇƻƴ ƛǘǎ ǿƛǎŘƻƳ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘΦ DƻŘ ƛǎ άŀōƭŜ ǘƻ Řƻ exceedingabundantly 
ŀōƻǾŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǎƪ ƻǊ ǘƘƛƴƪΦέ 9ǇƘŜǎƛŀƴǎ оΥнлΦ όtt ррпύ

By divine direction a plan of attack was suggested to him, which he immediately set out to execute. 
The three hundred men were divided into three companies. To every man were given a trumpet, and a 
torch concealed in an earthen pitcher. The men were stationed in such a manner as to approach the 
Midianite camp from different directions. In the dead of night, at a signal from Gideon's war horn, the 
three companies sounded their trumpets; then, breaking their pitchers and displaying the blazing 
ǘƻǊŎƘŜǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǊǳǎƘŜŘ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŜƳȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊǊƛōƭŜ ǿŀǊ ŎǊȅΣ ά¢ƘŜ ǎǿƻǊŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƻŦ 
DƛŘŜƻƴΗέ ¢ƘŜ ǎƭŜŜǇƛƴƎ ŀǊƳȅ ǿŀǎ ǎǳŘŘŜƴƭȅ ŀǊƻǳǎŜŘΦ ¦Ǉƻƴ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǎƛŘŜ ǿŀǎ ǎŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƭŀƳƛƴƎ 
torches. In every direction was heard the sound oftrumpets, with the cry of the assailants.  Believing 
themselves at the mercy of an overwhelming force, the Midianites were panic-stricken. With wild cries 
of alarmthey fled for life, and, mistaking their own companions for enemies, they slew one another. 
(PP 550).

άThen all the Midianites and the Amalekites and the children of the east were gathered 
together, and went over, and pitched in the valley of Jezreel. But the Spirit of the LORD came 
upon Gideon, and he blew a trumpet; and Abiezerǿŀǎ ƎŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƘƛƳΦέ όWǳŘƎŜǎ сΥоо-34)





After Samson had devastated all the fields and vineyards of 
the Philistines [in revenge for his spouse] he withdrew to a 
safe haven, to "the cave of the rock of Etam," in the tribe of 
Judah. 

άTo this place he was pursued by a strong force, and the 
inhabitants of Judah, in great alarm, basely agreed to deliver 
him to his enemies. Accordinglythree thousand men of Judah 
went up to him. But even at such odds they would not have 
dared approach him had they not felt assured that he would 
not harm his own countrymen. Samson consented to be 
bound and delivered to the Philistines, but first exacted from 
the men of Judah a promise not to attack him themselves, 
and thus compel him to destroy them. He permitted them to 
bind him with two new ropes, and he was led into the camp 
of his enemies amid demonstrations of great joy. But while 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƘƻǳǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǿŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜŎƘƻŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƭƭǎΣ άǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ 
WŜƘƻǾŀƘ ŎŀƳŜ ƳƛƎƘǘƛƭȅ ǳǇƻƴ ƘƛƳΦέ IŜ ōǳǊǎǘ ŀǎǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
strong new cords as if they had been flax burned in the fire. 
Then seizing the first weapon at hand, which, though only the 
jawbone of an ass, was rendered more effective than sword 
or spear, he smote the Philistines until they fled in terror, 
ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘ ƳŜƴ ŘŜŀŘ ǳǇƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛŜƭŘΦέ όtt рсп).





άWhen war was declared by Israel against the Philistines, three of the sons of Jesse 
joined the army under Saul; but David  remained at home. After a time, however, he 
went to visit the camp of Saul. By his father's direction he was to carry a message and 
a gift to his elder brothers and to learn if they were still in safety and health. But, 
unknown to Jesse, the youthful shepherd had been entrusted with a higher mission. 
The armies of Israel were in peril, and David had been directed by an angel to save his 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦέ tt спп. David came to the camp, andgreeted his brothers. Then he heard 
Goliath, a giant, asking for a volunteer to fight with him. David offered to fight, and in 
the endhe went against him with his cane in his hand, with his shepherd's pouch, and 
a simple slingshot. Choosing five smooth stones in the brook, he put them in his 
pouch, and with his sling in his hand he approached the Philistine. 

The giant boldly advanced... When he came to David, he saw only a young man, called a young 
man because of his youth. Goliath was filled with amazement and anger. "Am I a dog," he 
cried, "that you should come against me with sticks?" And then he let loose the most terrible 
curses and insults against David, in the name of all the gods he knew. He cried out in derision, 
"Come to me, and I will give your flesh to the birds of the air, and to the beasts of the field." 
David did not cower in front of the champion of the Philistines. Moving forward, he said to his 
opponent: "You come against me with a sword, a spear and a javelin; but I am coming against 
you in the name of the Lord of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have 
provoked. Today the Lord will deliver you into my hands, and I will overcome you and cut off 
your head. And this very day I will give your body and the bodies of the Philistines to the birds 
of the air and to the beasts of the earth, and all the land will know that God is in Israel. And all 
this congregation shall know that the Lord does not save with sword or spear, for the battle is 
the Lord's, and he will deliver you into our hands.έ Χ



There was a ring of fearlessness in his tone, a look of triumph and rejoicing upon 
his fair countenance. This speech, given in a clear, musical voice, rang out on the 
air, and was distinctly heard by the listening thousands marshaled for war. The 
anger of Goliath was roused to the very highest heat. In his rage he pushed up 
the helmet that protected his forehead and rushed forward to wreak vengeance 
ǳǇƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ƻǇǇƻƴŜƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎƻƴ ƻŦ WŜǎǎŜ ǿŀǎ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ŦƻŜΦ ά!ƴŘ ƛǘ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ 
pass, when the Philistine arose, and came and drew nigh to meet David, that 
David hasted, and ran toward the army to meet the Philistine. And David put his 
hand in his bag, and took thence a stone, and slang it, and smote the Philistine 
in the forehead, that the stone sunk into his forehead; and he fell upon his face 
ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘΦέ Amazement spread along the lines of the two armies. They had 
been confident that David would be slain; but when the stone went whizzing 
through the air, straight to the mark, they saw the mighty warrior tremble, and 
reach forth his hands, as if he were struck with sudden blindness. The giant 
ǊŜŜƭŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀƎƎŜǊŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǎƳƛǘǘŜƴ ƻŀƪΣ ŦŜƭƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘΦέ 5ŀǾƛŘ ŘƛŘ ƴƻǘ 
wait an instant. He sprang upon the prostrate form of the Philistine, and with 
both hands laid hold of Goliath's heavy sword. The Philistines were smitten with 
terror, and the confusion which ensued resulted in a precipitate retreat. The 
shouts of the triumphant Hebrews echoed along the summits of the mountains, 
ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǊǳǎƘŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦƭŜŜƛƴƎ ŜƴŜƳƛŜǎΤ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ άǇǳǊǎǳŜŘ ǘƘŜ tƘƛƭƛǎǘƛƴŜǎΣ 
until thou come to the valley, and to the gates of Ekron. And the wounded of the 
Philistines fell down by the way to Shaaraim, even unto Gath, and unto Ekron. 
And the children of Israel returned from chasing after the Philistines, and they 
spoiled their tents. And David took the head of the Philistine, andbrought it to 
WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳΤ ōǳǘ ƘŜ Ǉǳǘ Ƙƛǎ ŀǊƳƻǊ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ǘŜƴǘΦέ (PP 648).




